December 1/2, 2018                                                First Sunday in Advent 
Luke 19:31 – “If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ you shall say this: ‘The Lord has need of it.’” Consider the faithfulness of that man who owned the donkey and colt. All he needed to hear was, “The Lord has need of it,” and he willingly gave. The Lord has given each of us various callings in life – in our homes, in the Church, and in our communities. In each calling we have good work to do, and that comes from the Lord’s hand. The Lord has need of us in each calling. How is He calling you to generous giving in each of your vocations?

A MEASURE OF OUR LOVE Attendance Thanksgiving Eve = 76; Saturday 6 p.m. = 53; Sunday 8 a.m. = 65; Sunday 10:30 a.m. = 106; Total for the weekend = 224; Sunday School (2’s) = 0; (PK. to 5th grade) = 17; Jr. High School = 4; Sr. High School = 3; Adult Bible Class = 32; Moms Morning Mingle = 4; Thur. Bible Study = 4.
Contributions: Envelopes $4,833; Plate $980; Birthday $96; Thanksgiving $2,257; Advent $10; Building Fund $5,363; ECC Tuition $3,211.75; Poinsettia $93.50; Lutheran Witness $18; Total General Fund Deposit = $16,862.25. Other Designated Giving:  Missions $0; Chapel $0; Total Designated Fund Deposit = $0.
GF/Building Fund Financial Update AS OF October 2018
	Income Update
	17/18 YTD Actuals
	18/19 YTD Actuals
	% Change
	18/19 YTD Budget 
	Projected Difference

	Envelope and Plate Offerings
	$145,393
	$ 142,861 
	-1.7%
	$149,636 
	($27,099)

	Building Envelopes
	$22,575 
	$   18,302 
	-18.9%
	$23,415 
	($20,453)

	Day Care
	     $70,082
	$ 73,545
	4.9%
	$70,454
	$12,363

	
	
	
	
	
	

	


"METRO-EAST LUTHERAN HIGH SCHOOL is looking for a host family for 2nd semester for a foreign student who needs a home while he attends Lutheran High.  Please prayerfully consider this opportunity and, if interested, contact Dr. Jay Krause at 618-656-0043 or jay.krause@melhs.org."
CHRISTMAS CONCERTS:

· Tuesday, Dec. 4, 6 p.m. in the church:  St. Paul’s band will be performing Christmas selections.  Take a little break and come hear our students play.

· Dec. 9, 4 p.m. at MELHS.  Their concert choir, wind ensemble, strings, and band (including the bands of area Lutheran grade schools) will perform their annual Christmas concert.   Come enjoy some beautiful Christmas music to help you get in the holiday spirit.  Our upper grade band students will be participating!

THE DECEMBER TROY LUTHERAN is now available. 
	Those involved in the Ministry of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church.
New, interested in a particular function or getting involved?

Have a question?  Here’s who to talk to at St. Paul’s.


Pastor: Rev. Mitchel Schuessler, 618-553-3133






 pastorschuessler@saintpaulstroy.org
Resident Field Education Student: 

      Kyle Ronchetto (2nd year)
Church Secretary: Kathy Brumm, 667-6681 kbrumm@saintpaulstroy.org
School Secretary:  Linda Craig, 667-6314 lcraig@saintpaulstroy.org
Early Childhood Center (Day Care): Michelle Warner, 667-2173 







mwarner@saintpaulstroy.org 
Church Council Chairman: – Jacob Doyle, 618-334-3871
Board of Elders: Darrell Wittenberg, Head Elder, ddwitt@charter.net
Board of Stewardship & Finance: Tony Sipes, ksipes@epicsysinc.com

Financial Secretary: Rebekah Norris, 618-267-7892

Bookkeeper: Cheryl Chrusciel, ccoolaunt@sbcglobal.net 

Board of Evangelism:  Lauren McLaughlin, 618-977-2744 


Board of Christian Education: Sarah Salanitro sdoyle83@yahoo.com 

Board of Christian Day School: Jason Kesterson and Dave Thomas, 






Co-Chairmen 
sboard@saintpaulstroy.org 

Board of Trustees:  Todd Moore, 618-779-3444
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML): Kathy Nehrt







 kathy.nehrt@gmail.com 

Youth Group: [7th-12th grade] Rachael Beckemeyer, 618-367-2463







saintpaulstroy.youth@gmail.com 

Head Usher:  Seth Schaefer, 618-345-6487 seschae@att.net
Altar Guild:  Jeanette Gindler, 667-6852 and Debbie Wittenberg, 667-7357
Choirs:
Family Choir – Ted Fedder, 618-667-6250



Glorious Day/Praise Team – Tom Rampold 618-667-8771
Men’s Ministry: Pastor Schuessler, pastorschuessler@saintpaulstroy.org 

Holy Smokers:  Dave Meyer, 618-667-1347

Confirmation Class:  Pastor Schuessler, 618-553-3133
Helping Hands [funeral dinners, social ministry needs]: Grace Laffen, 618-667-6552 and/or Shirley Rood, 618-667-9256
St. Paul’s PTL:  Tiffany James, 618-541-8775 
Prayer Chain:  Adeline Amen, 618-667-2549 and Debbie Wittenberg, 








             618-667-7357
ST. PAUL’S PRAYER CHAIN – “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.” Philippians 4:6. The members of the St. Paul’s Prayer Chain are continuing to pray diligently with prayer requests and also joyfully lifting up prayers of “thanksgiving” to God.  Please continue with your prayer requests and also with your prayers of thanksgiving by contacting Adeline Amen at 667-2549 or Debbie Wittenberg at 667-7357.  They, in turn, will email or call the people on the Prayer Chain.  
     THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S
	2
	8:00 a.m. Worship/HC
9:15 a.m. Sunday School & Adult Bible Class

10:30 a.m.  Worship
9:00-3:00 Nosbisch Benefit Cookie Walk, Ministry Center

1:30 p.m. Morningside Worship


	SUN                      
	

	3
	7:00 p.m. LWML Christmas Party

	MON
	

	4
	9:45 a.m. Mom’s Morning Mingle
6:00 p.m. St. Paul’s School band concert

7:00 p.m. Elders


	TUES

T


	

	5
	8:30 a.m. Chapel
9:45 a.m. Women Bible Study

1:00 p.m. Pre-School Chapel

4:30 p.m. Confirmation

5:30 p.m. Advent Meal 

7:00 p.m. Advent Worship

8:15 p.m. Choir Practice



	WED
	

	6
	2:00 p.m. Bible Study
3:30 p.m. Staff Meeting

7:00 p.m. Evangelism


	THURS
	

	7
	

	FRI
	

	8
	7:00 a.m. Men’s Breakfast

8:30 a.m. Preschool Program Practice

9:30 a.m. K-8 Program Practice
6:00 p.m. Worship with HC


	SAT
	

	9
	8:00 a.m. Worship
9:15 a.m. Sunday School & Adult Bible Class

10:30 a.m.  Worship/HC



	
	

	SUN
	


	Saturday, December 1 –6:00 p.m.: Acolyte: Katelyn Godell; Elders: Sam Italiano; Communion Assistant: Kyle Ronchetto; Ushers: Brion Boeshans, Sam Italiano, Randy Jones & Seth Schaefer; Greeters: Larry & Kathy Brokering;  Pianist: Jen Wittenberg; Altar Guild: Grace Laffen & Bev Wurtz. 

Sunday,  December 2 – 8:00 a.m.: Acolyte: Andrew Lilienkamp; Elder:; Communion Assistant: Kyle Ronchetto; Ushers: Jim Kesterson, Mark Leitschuh, Fred Patterson & Joe Walls; Greeter: Yvonne Rieger;  Pianist: Jen Wittenberg; Altar Guild: Grace Laffen & Bev Wurtz.
Sunday, December 2 – 10:30 a.m.: Acolyte: Emma Schlechte; Ushers: Ted Fedder, Ryan Kaffer, Tony Sipes & Tim Wittenberg; Greeter: Ruth Schmitt; Pianist: Jen Wittenberg; Bulletin Collator: Kelly Felax.
Saturday, December 8 -  6:00 p.m. Acolyte: Maddi Hunt; Elders: Sam Italiano; Ushers: Brion Boeshans, Sam Italiano, Seth Schaefer; Greeters: Len & Judy Suess; Pianist: Tim Wittenberg; Altar Guild: Jennifer Mallette & Wendy Sievers.

Sunday, December  9 -  8:00 a.m. Acolyte: Emma Kilzer; Ushers: Jacob Doyle, Ted Flath, Jason Powell & Brett Sollberger; Greeters: Russ & Pat Watson; Pianist: Tim Wittenberg. 

Sunday, December 9 -  10:30 a.m. Acolyte: Amelia Sievers; Elders:  Ushers: Jason Kesterson, Mark Schlemer, Tony Sipes and Dave Thomas; Greeter: Kay Butts; Pianist: Tim Wittenberg; Bulletin Collator: Verona Meier; Altar Guild: Jennifer Mallette & Wendy Sievers.


	   

	

	

	


BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
Dec.
     1:
Bruce & Rebecca McLaughlin, 

     2:
Gwenn Buesching, Lilyana Powell, Kelly Sollberger

     3:
Tiffany Nieters

     4:
Carter Mallette, Rebecca Nehrt/Flores, Mike Schmitt, 

Jean Tieman

     6:
Theresa Campe, Glenn & Jeanette Gindler, Nadine Launhardt

     7:
David Sedlacek, Doug Fitzgerald, 
PRAYERS FOR: Aaron Bohnenstiehl, Gwenn Buesching, Terri Bullard, Theresa Campe, Bill Clark, Hope Tiesen Claxton, Halie Clayton, Patrick Davidson, Jim Diemer, Steve Doyle, Diane Durham, Jennie Egan, Nancy Erlich, Kevin Farley, Lydia Fenton, Sarah Frey, Jeanette Gindler, June Helle, Darilyn Johnson, Patience Kitowski, Shawn Kitowski, Beth Klaustermeier, Lisa Liter, Tim Mahnesmith, Austin Miller, Mary Ann Miller, Sharon Modglin, Judy Morgan, Julie Nosbisch, Alicia Raynor, Lois Rodenbaugh, Karla Salyer, Carla Samson, Dale Schnoeker, Shirley Schnoeker, Kim Shores, Lyle Suedmeyer, Sage Thompson, John Walter and Nicole Weh.  
PRAY FOR ALL those that are serving in the military:  Nate Alvis (Korea), Carolyn Brynildsen, Jared Brynildsen, Austin Counts (Bahrain), Natalie Emmons, Tonya Hupp, Jacob Kohl, Nathan Kohl (Qatar), Cole Long, Chris Payne, Kelly Sawielski, Daniel Schorfheide and Ian Sikes. 
We are always glad to pray for the needs of your family, friends, co-workers and others in our worship services.  Normally, we will include a request for four weeks.  If you would like prayers to continue beyond four weeks, please renew your request. You may call or email the church office.

Wednesday, December 5–7:00 p.m. Acolyte: Ellie Corder; Ushers: Ted Fedder, Jason Kesterson, Jim Kesterson and Mark Leitschuh; Organist: Claudia Loethen.

HAVE YOU SUPPORTED ST. PAUL’S YOUTH ATTENDING THE NATIONAL YOUTH GATHERING? Instead of regular fundraisers of selling items, they are using the “Giving Tree.” You take an envelope, put the amount listed on the front inside the envelope and return it to the box in the narthex. Let’s support our youth as they continue to grow in their faith life. The nyg is July 11-15, 2019 in Minneapolis, MN.
JULIE NOSBISCH BENEFIT COOKIE WALK AND SILENT AUCTION is Sunday from 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. in the Ministry Center lobby. You can buy cookies by the pound. Come over following each worship service. This is an opportunity for us to support Brock and Julie Nosbisch as they go through the struggles with her cancer. 
OnDeck This Week at Saint Paul’s
Saint Paul’s Lutheran Church, School and ECC                  Troy, Illinois Church Phone:  618-667-6681                           School Phone:  618-667-6314
www.saintpaulstroy.org                  pastorschuessler@saintpaulstroy.org
December 1 & December 2, 2018
“Born anew in Jesus Christ, empowered by the Holy Spirit in the Gospel, St. Paul’s Lutheran congregation learns, lives and shares the living Gospel of Jesus Christ”.

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church & School, Mission Statement.
We offer both the common cup and individual cup to those who commune. The center individual cups are white grape juice for those who are not able to have wine. Children are welcome to come forward with their family to receive a blessing. We celebrate the Lord’s Supper in every Saturday service, in the Sunday 8:00 a.m. on the 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sunday, and in the Sunday 10:30 a.m. on the 2nd and 4th Sunday.  
New or visiting today?  Please be sure to sign our Guest Register in the narthex. You’ll find plenty of useful information in this OnDeck (published weekly). You may also go to www.saintpaulstroy.org and find the monthly newsletter and other information about the church, school and daycare.      
ADVENT DINNERS: The Advent dinners are served from 5:30-6:30 p.m. in the church fellowship hall (basement) prior to the 7:00 p.m. Advent service. St. Paul’s Youth will serve the dinner this Wednesday, Dec. 5. The menu will be lasagna, salad, bread, desserts and drinks.  

ADVENT 2019: This Advent season our Wednesday evening theme is: “Songs of the Season.” During these services, we will take extra time singing Advent & Christmas songs, learning their background and seeing their impact on our lives of faith. Dec. 5 – “Song of Advent.” Dec. 12 – “Songs of Advent/Christmas.” Dec. 19 – “Songs of Christmas.” If you have a favorite Advent/Christmas song you would like included, please get that to Pastor Schuessler by Dec. 2nd. Let’s join together in singing the “Songs of the Season.”
ADVENT DEVOTION BOOK: The 2018 Lutheran Hour Ministries Advent devotion book, The Coming King, is now available in the narthex. Advent begins Dec. 1/2 this year. In this devotion you will explore the many ways that the lives of so many were touched as God became one of us. Be sure to pick up The Coming King. 
CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAMS: Dec. 16, Preschool – 2:00 p.m.; K-8 6:00 p.m. Practices are Saturdays Dec. 8 & 15: Preschool – 8:30-9:30 a.m.; K-8 – 9:30-11:00 a.m. in the church sanctuary. 
