
  ST. PAUL’S TROY LUTHERAN 
JANUARY 2018 

 

JANUARY THOUGHTS FROM PASTOR SCHUESSLER 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

Happy New Year. Can you believe that it is going to be 2018 soon? For many of you, you will receive this 

newsletter before the end of the year as we are going to put it out before Christmas. As of the moment I am 

writing this article, there is 2 weeks left in 2017. As the year closes out, I thought I might just reflect back upon 

the year. 

 

2017 was the year that St. Paul’s Lutheran Church celebrated the 150
th

 anniversary. The committee worked 

through the year, trying to get things together for a special celebration. That celebration took place on 

September 3. Dr. Dale Meyer, president of Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, preached the sermon at this special 

service which was followed by a dinner in the Ministry Center gym. This was a special time to “Honor the Past, 

Celebrate the Future.”  

 

As part of that 150
th

 celebration, St. Paul’s put together an anniversary history book. Every family of the 

congregation should have picked up their copy of this commemorative book. If you have not picked up yours, 

please stop by the church office. We also had a special wooden cross designed for our celebration.    

 I hope that you purchased your cross as this was a once in a lifetime opportunity. 

After the last order went in, no more of them will be made. 

 

One thing we have coming from the 150
th

 anniversary is that we are going to be posted the annual confirmation 

pictures in the hallway between the church and the Ministry Center. After we have these all put up, you can stop 

and see what classes for which we received pictures. Over time we hope to have all of our classes on the wall as 

we Honor the Past. We plan to continue this as more classes are confirmed as we Celebrate the Future. 

 

Also in 2017, I had the pleasure of celebrating my 30
th

 anniversary in the pastoral ministry. I was ordained on 

June 21, 1987. The Board of Elders held a reception following each of the worship services on weekend of 

August 19/20. I give thanks to the Lord for allowing me to be a pastor and serve His people. As I approach my 

9
th

 anniversary of being installed as pastor of St. Paul’s on Feb. 15, 2009, I rejoice that He continues to bless the 

ministry that we do together. I pray that we will continue to reach out with the message of the Gospel into our 

community. We are following the call of the Holy Spirit to reach all people with the message of the Gospel. 

 

In June, at the National Lutheran Women’s Missionary League convention in Albuquerque, NM, I was elected 

to serve as national pastoral counselor. This is a 4 year term. I have the privilege of working with women from 

around the country on the ministry of the LWML in serving the women of the Lutheran Church – Missouri 

Synod in growing in their faith and service to the Lord Jesus Christ. Some of the duties which I have done since 



June are doctrinal review of items to be published both in print and on-line, to write a stewardship paragraphs 

which are published weekly, to selected Bible verses that grace the top of the LWML home page, to be the 

guest blogger on President Patti Ross’ blog, and a host of meetings. It has been an enjoyable and challenging 

half year. 

 

During 2017, I did not do much work on the Doctor of Ministry that I have been pursuing. There were too many 

things going on in the congregation this last year for me to do much work. I had planned to have it finished by 

May 2018 but that is not possible. I have a class I will take in June 2018. It will then hope to write the Major 

Applied Project so that I will be finished in May 2019. We will see how that goes.  

 

I would ask that you would continue to keep my family and me in your prayers. There are always challenges 

that every family faces. The family of a pastor face other challenges that most families do not face. Please 

continue to lift us up as we go into 2018. We will have the joy of our son Matthew marrying Chelsey Seipel on 

May 26, 2018 in Columbus, NE. We rejoice that we will be gaining a new member of the family at that time.  

 

What does 2018 hold for St. Paul’s? What does it hold for the Schuessler family? What does it hold for your 

family? We don’t know. One thing we know is that we need to keep our eyes firmly fixed on the cross of Jesus 

and be led by the power of the Holy Spirit. The Lord God will be with us in all we face.  

 

Penny and I would like to thank all of you for your thoughtful cards and gifts during the holiday season. We 

appreciate your care and support. We wish you and yours a very merry Christmas and a happy New Year. 

 

 

In Christ,  

Pastor Schuessler 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



JANUARY  BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
 Jan. 1: Lily Graddy, Don Niebruegge, Sheila Walls;  3: Luke Wilderman; 5: Tim Randolph, Shirley Rex; 6: 

Kelsie Di Rosa; 8: Mike Bess, Linda Godell; 9: Keri Schlemer;  10: Paul & Karen Fenimore, Ken Sipes; 12: 

Sophia Furfaro, Rod Repp;  15: Lana Ferrill; Chris & Maya Gierse, Maddux Hunt, Dawn Hunter, Linda 

Johnson, 16: Lynn Fitzgerald, Devin Lawrenz, Jashan Lawrenz,  Larry & Donna Ponce, Kyle West; 17: Owen 

Corder, Ida Doyle,Nicholas Garcia, Hayley Reese, Andrew Wildhaber, Sydney Wildhaber; 19: Rebekah Norris, 

Julie Nosbisch; 20: Debbie Flath, Lisa Schmitt; 21: Trevor Bess, Steve Launius, Clara Rose; 22: Charles & 

Darlene Lawrenz, Addy Seib;  23: Krystal Hopper, Verona Meier, Jason Schlechte, Shirley Schnoeker, Kathy 

Smith; 24: Brock Nosbisch; 25: Daniel Furfaro; 26: Michelle Warner; 27: Rachael Beckemeyer, Jacob 

Niebruegge,; 28: Jessica Schlechte; 29: Gene Schaefer, Blake Stahlhut; 30: Chelsea Gavlick, Brylee Proffitt, 

Laura Weatherspoon;  31: Ava Leitschuh, Kevin Wilderman.   

Is your special day listed above?    If not, please contact the church office so the records can be updated.   

 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY NEWS - PLEASE: 
 

As St. Paul’s Financial Secretary, I’d like to respectfully ask all congregation members to be aware of some simple 

practices that will assist me more smoothly, accurately, and expeditiously complete the accounting of weekly 

offerings. Thank you for helping deal with my busy schedule.  God’s Blessings.  Rebekah Norris 

 Use your offering envelopes if at all possible. Your envelope number is the best way to assure your donation 

is accurately registered. 

 If you CHOOSE NOT to use your envelopes, PLEASE write YOUR envelope number on the MEMO LINE 

of your check.  Again, this is the BEST way to assure your donation is credited to your account. 

 If you CHOOSE to donate to MORE THAN ONE DESIGNATED ITEM, write separate checks for each.  

PLEASE DO NOT combine the amounts of more than one designated item into one check.  It adds to 

confusion for the counters coming to a consensus of totals donated.  Each designated donation has a separate 

line on the financial spreadsheet. As you can imagine, combining amounts into one check SLOWS down the 

process. 

 PLEASE DO NOT TAPE your offering envelopes.  This may sound minor, but it SLOWS down the 

counting process. 
 

OFFERING ENVELOPES - PLEASE BE SURE TO PICK UP your 2018 offering envelopes. They are 

available in the narthex. If you would like to have envelopes for your weekly contribution, please contact the 

Finance Secretary, Rebekah Norris or the Church Office. Thank you.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



REGULAR QUARTERLY VOTERS’ MEETING is Sunday, January 21
st
 following the 10:30 a.m. 

service (app. 11:45 a.m.). This meeting will discuss the regular business from the Boards and Committees. The 

agenda and reports will be available prior to the meeting. The plan is to have them available by the weekend of 

Jan. 13-14. If you have any items of business that need to be brought up, you should contact Jacob Doyle (334-

3871), chairman, by Tuesday, January 9
th

 so that it can be placed on the agenda.  

 

POINSETTIAS: Thank you to all that purchased poinsettias to help with the beauty of our church. You may 

pick up your poinsettia any time after Christmas. We will continue to use them as long as they look nice. When 

they begin to show their age, they will be removed and disposed of properly. 
 

THANK YOU to all who served the Wednesday evening Advent dinners. Those who served are our St. 

Paul’s Youth Group and anonymous donor, Board of Elders and St. Paul’s Board of Christian Education & 

Sunday School Staff. All the dinners were appreciated. Those dinners made it much easier to attend the 

Wednesday evening Advent worship services.  

 

THANK YOU to my family and friends for the surprise 90
th

 Birthday party.  I would also like to thank all my 

church family for the thoughtfulness, cards and phone calls for my birthday.  I am so overwhelmed!  Connie 

Chrusciel 

 

LENTEN DINNERS: While it seems like a long way off (having just celebrated Christmas), we will be 

looking for groups to serve the 2018 Lenten dinners. Lent begins on February 14, 2018. The open dates for 

serving a dinner are Feb. 21 and Feb. 28. Also, March 7, 14. The only date that has been spoken for is March 21 

(LWML) at this time. Contact the church office if your group is interested in serving either of the dinners. 
 

Mosaic Pregnancy & Health Centers - This January, we celebrate the Sanctity of Human Life 

Month and echo the thoughts of King David in Psalm 25:20, “Guard my life and rescue me; do not let me be 

put to shame, for I take refuge in you.” Just imagine if all the unborn babies whose lives were hanging in the 

balance spoke these words directly to their mothers. Would they hear their baby’s plea? Would they take 

action?  

When you support Mosaic Pregnancy & Health Centers, you truly give a voice to the voiceless! 

You help to guard and rescue the lives of unborn babies and make the womb a place of refuge once again. 
You help make Mosaic PHC a place where women, without judgment or shame, are empowered to make life-

affirming pregnancy decisions because of free health services, education and Christ-centered support.  

Join us in our commitment to life by Picking up a bottle on January 6/7 and fill it with coins, 
cash or checks and return by February 10/11. To learn more about Mosaic PHC or donate online, 
visit www.supportmosaic.org. Thank you! 

 

SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY – During January the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League and Sunday 

School will be collecting SOUP and SALTINE CRACKERS for Ministries Unlimited in Troy, IL and 

Concordia Seminary Food Bank, St. Louis, MO.  You will find a basket in the narthex for your donations.  

As the congregation members leave worship on Super Bowl weekend, February 3
rd

 & 4
th

, you will be invited 

to give $1.00 per person to help hungry and hurting people.  All donations will be sent directly to Ministries 

Unlimited, Concordia Seminary Food Bank and LCFS Food Pantry in Hardin, IL. 

 

LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY LEAGUE NEWS: The regular LWML meeting will be 

held on Monday, January 29
th

 at 7:00 p.m. in the church basement.  Devotions will be given by Valerie 

Meyer. Servers for the evening will be Adeline Amen and Mary Ann Bonneville. The "in-gathering" for the 

Congregation will be soup and crackers (especially vegetable and beef vegetable).  The activities for the evening will 

include Valentine’s Greetings and the election of officers. All ladies of the congregation are welcome to attend 

the meeting!  
 



MINISTRIES UNLIMITED CHRISTMAS DISTRIBUTION - The members of St. Paul's were 

very generous in giving of their time and gifts to help others this Christmas.  Gifts were donated for women, 

children and teenage boys and men. All of the gifts were so appreciated by the people receiving them and were 

of very high quality.  Thank you so much!"     
 

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY BAGS Children’s Activity bags are available in the narthex for children 

(toddlers thru 2
nd

 grade).  These are to be used for quiet time during worship service.  Please place bags in 

basket provided in the narthex as you leave.  This service is a project of LWML. 
 

BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITIES 
THURSDAY BIBLE STUDY begins again on Thursday, January 4, 2018 from 2-3 p.m. The Bible 

study meets in the church kitchen. All are welcome to join the Bible study. 
 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY: The Wednesday Bible Study will meet on January 3 & 17 at 9:45 a.m. in 

the church basement kitchen.   
 

SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY: Do you want to learn more about the Bible?  Starting January 7
th

, we will be 

studying the Acts of the Apostles in order to see how the early church spread throughout world. Come and join 

us on Sundays from 9:15-10:15 a.m. in the church basement. Coffee and morning baked goods are always 

served during the Bible study hour. 
 

HIGH SCHOOL BIBLE STUDY takes place every Sunday from 9:15-10:15 a.m. in the old church 

office/daycare office. Laurel West generally leads this study on relevant topics that affect the life of high school 

aged students. 
 

MOMS MORNING MINGLE: will begin on Tuesday, January 9, 2018.  We meet on Tuesdays from 9:45-

10:45 in the lounge area of the church narthex. Come out and join us for this exciting study. For more 

information, contact Lauren McLaughlin (977-2744).  

 

MEN’S MINISTRY: Our Men’s Ministry continues to move forward strongly. You are invited to become 

involved in the Men’s Breakfast on the 2
nd

 and 4
th

 Saturdays of the month. We meet from 7-8 a.m. at the Troy 

Cracker Barrel.  Our next breakfast is Saturday, January 13
th

. 

 

THE FLOWER CHART for 2018 is on the bulletin board in the narthex. You can either order through the 

church office or order on your own. If you order through the office, the cost for flowers is $40 per vase. Please 

sign up at your convenience. 

 

YOUTH NEWS 
SUNDAY JANUARY 7, 2018 the St. Paul’s Youth will be taking down the Christmas decorations at church. 

We will be meeting at church after the 10:30 service (about noon). Lunch will be provided, if needed. If we 

have enough help we should be done by 2 p.m. Last year we had enough help that it didn’t take us very long 

and we didn’t even stay for lunch. See you there.  

 



 
NATIONAL YOUTH GATHERING INFORMATIONAL MEETING 

 

When: Sunday January 21st at 6 p.m. 

 

Who: Any youth currently in 7th grade through Seniors in High school (participants) AND college age students 

wanting to be Young Adult Volunteers. (Seniors in High School will have the choice of participant or YAV). 

Parents are requested to attend as well! 

 

What: This meeting will be an informational meeting about the July 11-15, 2019 National Youth Gathering 

in Minneapolis, Minnesota. We will discuss: what the NYG is, what is involved, the commitment necessary, the 

financial obligations, and answer any questions you may have.  

 

Bring: Please bring paper and pencils for notes, a willingness to learn and grow in your faith, and an excitement 

for the next 19 months! 

 

Rachael Beckemeyer, St. Paul’s Youth Counselor (618-367-2463 or saintpaulstroy.youth@gmail.com 

mailto:saintpaulstroy.youth@gmail.com


 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Evangelism Training 

Saturday, Feb. 3, 2018 

 
9:00am-Noon 

 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church   
                               Basement 

106 N. Border Street 
Troy, IL 

 
 
$10 includes materials, lunch, and refreshments 

Register by Jan. 27 667-6681 Church Office 
 



ON SATURDAY:  
January 6 at 6:00 p.m. Acolyte: Maddie Hunt; Elder:; Ushers: Brion Boeshans, Kevin Campe, Sam 
Italiano and Randy Jones; Greeters: Len & Judy Suess; Organist: Jo White; Altar Guild: Adeline 
Amen, Russ & Pat Watson. 
 

ON SUNDAY: 
January 7 at 8:00 a.m.  Acolyte: Maccenna Fischer; Elder: ; Ushers: Jacob Doyle, Ted Flath, Mike 
Salanitro and Joe Walls; Greeters: Brock & Julie Nosbisch; Organist: Jo White; Altar Guild: Adeline 
Amen, Russ & Pat Watson. 
 

ON SUNDAY: 
January 7 at 10:30 a.m.  Acolyte: TJ Stille; Ushers: Ted Fedder, Keith Jackson, Ryan Kaffer and 
Jason Kesterson; Greeters: Josh & Jennie Hunt; Organist: Jo White; Bulletin Collator: Kelly Felax. 
 

ON SATURDAY:  
January 13 at 6:00 p.m. Acolyte: Logan DiRosa; Elder:; Ushers: Brion Boeshans, Sam Italiano, 
Seth Schaefer and Kyle Sipes; Greeters: Rod & Beth Repp; Altar Guild: Grace Cottingham and Bev 
Wurtz; Pianist: Jen Wittenberg. 
 
ON SUNDAY: 
January 14 at 8:00 a.m.  Acolyte: Steve Leitschuh; Ushers: Mike Hampton, Kyle Norris, Ken Sipes 
and Joe Walls; Greeters: Glenn & Jeanette Gindler; Pianist: Jen Wittenberg. 
 

ON SUNDAY: 
January 14 at 10:30 a.m.  Acolyte: Amanda Beuth; Elders:; Ushers: Bruce McLaughlin, Colin 
McLaughlin, Mark Schlemer and Tim Wittenberg; Greeters: Russ & Pat Watson; Pianist: Jen 
Wittenberg; Bulletin Collator: Darleen Fenimore; Altar Guild: Grace Cottingham and Bev Wurtz. 
 

ON SATURDAY: 
January 20 at 6:00 p.m. Acolyte: Gibson Hunt; Elders:; Ushers: Brion Boeshans, Sam Italiano, 
Randy Jones and Seth Schaefer; Greeters: Larry & Kathy Brokering; Pianist: Tim Wittenberg; Altar 
Guild: Todd & Sheryl Moore. 
 
ON SUNDAY: 
January 21 at 8:00 a.m.  Acolyte: Anna Reese; Elders: ; Ushers: Jim Kesterson, Mark Leitschuh, 
Mike Salanitro and Brett Sollberger; Greeter: Edna Meier; Pianist: Erica Sipes; Altar Guild: Todd & 
Sheryl Moore. 
 

ON SUNDAY: 
January 21 at 10:30 a.m.  Acolyte: Logan DiRosa;  Ushers: Keith Jackson, Jason Kesterson, Mark 
Schlemer and Tim Wittenberg; Greeters: Ruth Schmitt and Dorothy Taake; Pianist: Tim Wittenberg; 
Bulletin Collator: TBA. 
 

ON SATURDAY: 
January 27 at 6:00 p.m. Acolyte: Maddie Hunt; Elders: ; Ushers: Brion Boeshans, Sam Italiano,  
Seth Schaefer and Kyle Sipes; Greeters: Jim & Shirley Rood; Organist: Claudia Loethen; Altar 
Guild: Yvonne Rieger and Penny Schuessler. 
 

ON SUNDAY: 
January 28 at 8:00 a.m.  Acolyte: Rex Repp; Ushers: Mike Hampton, Jim Kesterson, Mark 
Leitschuh and Kyle Norris;  Greeter: Yvonne Rieger; Organist: Claudia Loethen. 
 
ON SUNDAY: 
January 28 at 10:30 a.m.  Acolyte: William Stille; Elders: ; Ushers: Rachel Lange, Colin 
McLaughlin, Tony Sipes and Dave Thomas; Greeter: Sheryl Moore; Altar Guild: Yvonne Rieger and 
Penny Schuessler; Organist: Claudia Loethen; Bulletin Collator: Verona Meier. 



Minutes for December 19, 2017 Council Meeting 
 

Present: Jacob Doyle, Chairman;Jason Kesterson, Board of Stewardship and Finance; Rebekah Norris, 

Financial Secretary; John Nehrt, Board of Elders; Todd Kenison, School Board; Pastor Schuessler; Vicki 

Krueger, Recording Secretary  

 

Opening devotion by Pastor based on Psalms 126 What Joy Provides  

Printed prayer  

 

Chairman Doyle called the meeting to Order  

A motion to approve the agenda as amended below was made by Jason Kesterson 2nd by John Nehrt  

 

Planning meeting has been moved to February 17, 2017  

Motion passed  

 

Motion to approve November minutes with the following corrections made by Jason Kesterson and 2nd by John 

Nehrt and the motion was passed  

Corrections:  

• spelling of Tschudy under Board of Elders  

• correction of spelling Rod Repp under Unfinished Business  

• correction of spelling of John Fischer under New Business  

 

GOALS –  

Board of Stewardship and Finance has moved the community outreach to sometime in January  

 

Reports- Normal discussion of reports unless otherwise noted  

Board of Elders – no written report  

Request was made to have a written report for the next meeting by Jason Kesterson  
They continue to gather information for requirements of other congregations for school tuition discounts  

Release of Anne Reed to be added to the January Voters Meeting  

Pastor  

Board of Trustees  
Service call on one of the HVAC units is an unexpected expense  

Board of Christian Day school and ECC/Principal  

Board of Christian Education No written report and no representative present  

Board of Evangelism  

Board of Stewardship and Finance  
150th confirmation challenge is just shy of the $15,000 goal  

 

Budget worksheets  

Unfinished Business  
1. Sheppard Staff still no synched and will remain an item until resolved. Pastor sent a text to Jeremy 

Lagerhausen to see if he is still willing to help Rod Repp with the issue. If not Jason Kesterson said he can take 

a look at it on Monday night when Rebekah is there counting the money.  



New Business –  
• Adding another Facebook administrator in addition to the pastor for the private Church page: 

Kathy Brumm has been suggested. The Elders may reach out to Lauren McLaughlin as an 

additional administrator  

• Appointment of backfill of Mike Salanitro’s position of Vice Chair – no thought given on a 

replacement, this is a 6th month position as it ends June, 2018  

• Discussion of declining Daycare and Day School was raised and ended with issue is getting no 

where  

 

Information  
1 Next regular council meeting is Wednesday January 17th at 6:30 p.m.  

2 Next Regular voters meeting is Sunday January 21st after late service.  

3 If your board has an item(s) to be placed on the agenda, you must make your request to the 

chairperson one week prior to the meeting for the time to be placed on the agenda.  

A motion was made by Jason Kesterson and second by Todd Kenison to end the meeting. 

Motion passed.  

Closed with Lord’s Prayer  

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Vicki Krueger  
Recording Secretary 

 
 
 


