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FEBRUARY THOUGHTS FROM PASTOR SCHUESSLER 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters of St. Paul’s: 
 

Nine years. Can you believe it? It was February 15, 2009 that I was installed as pastor of St. Paul’s Lutheran 

Church, Troy, IL. It doesn’t seem like it has been nine years. They have gone by very quickly. Looking back 

over those years, I can recall babies that were baptized as well as children and adults. I think about the 

confirmation classes that I have had the pleasure to instruct and confirm. I also think about the adults who have 

become members of the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod as well as those who have joined St. Paul’s. I think 

about the weddings that I officiated at and the joy of those moments. I remember the times of sorrow when I 

had to walk with families as they traveled through the valley of the shadow of death. There have been times of 

great joy and times of deep sorrow. All that has taken place over the past nine years.  

 

I also think of those who have left St. Paul’s for a variety of reasons. They have moved away or started 

attending another church. We have transferred folks to sister congregations in the area. We have also granted 

releases to members who no longer showed a desire to remain members of St. Paul’s. Those are ones that I ask 

myself what I might have done to help them return to regular worship at St. Paul’s. I realize it is not me but the 

Holy Spirit that reaches into the hearts of each one. But it still causes the heart of this pastor to ache with each 

one that we release.  

 

Why do I bring that second paragraph up while talking about the anniversary of my installation as pastor? That 

is a part of the ministry of the congregation as well. We rejoice and celebrate the joyous and uplifting events. 

We love to have the sausage suppers and the New Member dinners. It is for good reason that we celebrate the 

joys and the wonderful events of life like baptisms and weddings. But we must remember that as members of 

St. Paul’s, we are also reach out to those who are hurting or complacent in their lives of faith. Often folks feel 

like it should be left up to the pastor. In reality, it is a task for all of us, pastor and laity, to reach out to those 

around. What do you say? Depends on the situation. Mostly you share the love of Christ and give 

encouragement to those who need it. Yes, there will be times that the pastor needs to work with the member. 

That too happens as we work together to support one another in this Body of Christ.  

 

I thank the Lord for bringing me and the family to St. Paul’s. We rejoice in the lives that have been touched 

with the Gospel and the love of Christ. We would ask that you would continue to keep us in your prayers as we 

continue in the ministry here at St. Paul’s. Please lift us up and ask the Lord to strengthen our faith and heal our 

hearts as we move forward in the love of Christ.  

 

On another topic: Lent is fast approaching. Ash Wednesday is February 14. Yes, that is coming soon! Easter is 

April 1
st
. Wednesday services will be at 7:00 p.m. on Feb. 14, 21, 28, March 7, 14, 21. Palm Sunday will be 

celebrate March 24/25; Maundy Thursday March 29; Good Friday March 30; Holy Saturday March 31; and 

Easter Sunday April 1. I would encourage you to make use of the Lutheran Hour’s Lenten devotion book or 

another special devotional that will take you through the season of Lent.  

 

Pastor, what about giving up something for Lent? That is a personal faith decision. We are not required to give 

up something for Lent. It is a good practice if used correctly. The giving up of an item or an action during the 

40 days of Lent can help you to focus upon the work of our Lord Jesus Christ and the meaning for your life. 

You might even consider taking that money not used for that item and giving it to a special mission project or 

mission organization (like the LWML) to be used for their mission work.  



Pastor, what about the imposition of ashes? Do we do that? No we do not. If you haven’t noticed, in the 9 Lents 

that I have been here, we have never used ashes on Ash Wednesday. Why? Two reasons: 1) It has never been a 

part of my faith tradition. The Lutheran church that I grew up in never used ashes. Actually, they were not 

regularly used in Lutheran churches until the 1990s and into the 21 century. It is a practice that has been revived 

and brought back into the Lutheran church. It is a practice that generally goes according to the pastor. There is 

no requirement for us to use ashes and we don’t. 2) Jesus says, “And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the 

hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces that their fasting may be seen by others…But when you fast, anoint 

your head and wash your face, that your fasting may not be seen by others but by your Father who is in secret.” 

(Matthew 6:16-17 ESV) This is the Gospel reading for Ash Wednesday. It seems that we go against the reading 

when we do the imposition of ashes. The Lord tells us to enter the fast in a way that is not seen by others and 

yet to wear the ashes is doing so in order to be seen by others. It seems to be a contradiction of the reading for 

that night.  

 

There will be Lenten dinners prior to all the Wednesday services except for Ash Wednesday. We do not serve a 

dinner on Feb. 14. There is a place elsewhere in this newsletter telling you about the opportunity for your group 

to serve those dinners. It is always a great time for Christian fellowship prior to the worship service.   

 

I continue to pray for each of you. I ask the Lord to guide you and strengthen you in your walk of faith. I look 

forward to seeing you in worship each week. As brothers and sisters in Christ, our time of worship is a time of 

celebration together. We are fed from both Word and Sacrament. It is important and vital for our walk of faith 

that we gathering together in these times of worship. Please continue to pray for one another as well. In prayer 

we are connected to our Father in heaven and to each other here on earth. 

 

God’s blessings as we move towards Transfiguration Sunday and the season of Lent. 

 

Pastor Schuessler 

 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

 

 

NEW MEN’S BIBLE STUDY: A men’s bible study is about to begin. It is specifically geared for men in their 

20-40s. Colin McLaughlin and Tim Wittenberg will be leading this study. The study begins with “Godly Men: 

Men at Leisure.” It will meet on Thursday evenings from 7:30-8:30 p.m. in the church narthex, the area with the 

couches and chairs. The 1
st
 night will be Thursday, February 8

th
, the Thursday after the Super Bowl. If you have 

any questions, you may contact Colin (618-975-0782) or Tim (618-401-2482).  

 

YOUTH NEWS: The Youth Group will be getting together on Sunday, February 25
th

 at 6:30 p.m. for Popcorn 

and a Movie. We will be in the church basement. The movie will be announced. If you have any suggestions, 

contact Rachael Beckemeyer via email, text or the Youth Facebook page.  

 

LENTEN DINNER: The Youth Group will be serving the Feb. 28
th

 Lenten dinner. We will make plans for 

what to serve over this month. Ideas should be forwarded to Rachael Beckemeyer. She will be in contact with 

all the youth and their families to enlist their aide and assistance in preparing and serving the meal. 

 

NATIONAL YOUTH GATHERING (NYG): We have begun to make plans to attend the July 11-15, 2019 

NYG in Minneapolis, MN. We had an information meeting on January 21. If you are in need of more 

information, contact Rachael Beckemeyer. There is still time for you to talk with her and make plans to be a 

part of the St. Paul’s group attending the NYG. The theme is REAL.PRESENT.GOD. 

 



LENT BEGINS ON ASH WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 14
th

 at 7:00 p.m.  We will begin Lent with a special 

service which includes the Lord’s Supper.  The Scripture readings for the other 5 Wednesday services will take 

us through the Passion of the Lord. Service will begin at 7:00 pm.   

 

LENTEN DINNERS:  During the Lenten season, we have various groups serving a dinner prior to our 

Wednesday evening Lenten services.  The dinners serve 40-50 people and last from 5:30 – 6:30 pm.  This gives 

the servers ample time to clean up and still attend the worship service.  We have scheduled to serve: February 

28 – Youth, March – 14 PTL and March 21 – St. Paul’s LWML.  The dates that are still available are 

February 21 and March 7. If you are interested, please call Kathy Brumm at the church office (667-6681) to 

schedule the day that your group will serve. 

BOY SCOUT TROOP 86 is hosting their 18
th

 Annual Chili Dinner and Silent Auction on Sunday, February 4, 

2018.  The dinner will be all you can eat and carry-outs will be available.  The event will be held at Holy Cross 

Lutheran School Cafeteria, 304 South Street, Collinsville.  The hours are 10:30 am – 3:00 p.m.; cost is Adults: 

$7.00, Children 5-12, $5.00, 4 and under are free.  For more information call 618-691-9741. 

THRIVENT FINANCIAL representative Ken Kober will be retiring on February 28, 2018.  If you are clients 

of his and would like to visit with him before he retires, please call his office to schedule an appointment at 618-

345-9369. 

SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY: The Sunday morning Bible study has started learning more about the 

Book of Acts.  We have just begun into this study and this is a wonderful opportunity for you to join the study. 

This study will show how the early Church took the message of the Gospel of Jesus Christ from Jerusalem to 

Judea and Samaria and then into the entire world. There will be many practical applications for our lives today. 
 

THURSDAY BIBLE STUDY is on each Thursday from 2-3 p.m. in the church kitchen. Our next Bible Study 

will be on February 1, 2018.  
 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY meets on the first and third Wednesday of the month at 9:45 am.  This Bible 

Study meets in the church kitchen.  If you should have any questions, please contact Grace Cottingham at 667-

6552.  

MORNING MINGLE meets every Tuesday at 9:45 a.m. in the narthex.  If you should have any questions, 

please contact Lauren McLaughlin at 977-2744. 
 

METRO-EAST LUTHERAN HIGH "Metro-East Lutheran High School invites you to an OPEN HOUSE on 

Sunday, February 11th from 1:00-3:00 in the afternoon at Lutheran High.  Come find out more about this dynamic 

ministry and take a tour, visit with faculty and administration, get information on financial assistance and scholarships, 

and get additional questions answered.  For more information or to RSVP contact the school office at 618-656-0043." 
 

METRO-EAST LUTHERAN HIGH SCHOOL is now accepting applications for the 2018-19 school years 

from prospective freshmen and transfer students.  We encourage you to apply early and secure your spot in next 

year student body.  To get an Application and Admission Procedure forms, you may go to our website at 

www.melhs.org and download them or contact the school office at 618-656-0043 for an Admission packet. 

METRO-EAST LUTHERAN HIGH SCHOOL invites you to come "shadow" for a day and see what a day is 

like in the "life of a Knight." Prospective students are encouraged to shadow one of our current students and 

spend the day in classrooms, chapel, lunch, and visiting with students, faculty and staff, and become familiar 

with the daily ministry of Lutheran High.  Interested students should contact the school office at 618-656-0043. 



 

1: Dean James, Todd Kenison; 3: Laura Boudreaux, Imogen Graddy; 4: Kathy Brumm, Cheryl Chrusciel; 5: 

Brooklyn Boeshans, Ted Fedder, Lindsay Jones, John Leitschuh, Amelia McGrievy; 6: Danielle Eiskant, Steve 

Kueker, Russell & Pat Watson Sr.;  7: Dominic Fenimore, Leann Hampton, Delmer Meier, Pat Watson; 8: 

Joyce Fayollat, John Fischer, Ashley Lopez, Josh Ponce, Janie Roehl; 9: Bruce McLaughlin, Tracy Taake; 10: 

Levi Bagwell, Judy Suess; 11: Chris Thomas, Jessica Wiemers; 12: Kathy Nehrt; 13: George Gavlick, Lilliana 

Moody; 14: Randy & Kristi Emmons, Barb Wright;   15: Mark & Shawn Schlemer; 16: Megan Buesching, 

Cole Gierse, Mark & Jane Leitschuh, Sara Meier; 18: Arnie Brown, Maxine Flath, Anna Taylor, Ada Yardley; 

19: Jackie Boeshans, Andrew Pape, Tammy Steffen,  TJ Stille; 20: Marilyn Berger, Carla Stille;  21: Karen 

Fenimore;  22:  Sam Furfaro IV, George & Jeanne Gavlick, Kyle & Rebekah Norris, Bruce & Cathy 

Wilderman; 23: Carol Aumann, Madison Pennington, Phyllis Weatherspoon, Emma Wilderman; 24: Glenn 

Buske, Zachary Ford, Davin James, Benjamin Moore, Ericka West;  25: Katie Bradford, Colin Brannon, 

Charlotte Lambeth, Jeffrey Skinner Jr.;  26: Jean Schultze;  27: Steve & Connie Liter, Brittany Taake, Dan 

Woolley; 28: Brad Corder, Mark Kilzer, Andy Schmitt, Matt Schuessler. 

2018 FLOWER CHART  

The flower chart for 2018 is in the narthex.  The cost for flowers is $40/vase if you order the flowers through 

the church office.  Please sign up at your convenience. Please let Kathy know what the occasion is and it will be 

published in the bulletin. 

 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!   
Trivia Night has been scheduled for Friday, May 4th, 2018 at VFW Collinsville, IL. 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL – Mark June 11-14, 2018 on your calendar for Vacation Bible School.  

There will be more information to follow. 

 

BOX TOPS: St. Paul’s Lutheran School is still collecting Box Tops. Thank you to everyone who clipped their box 

tops and turned them in. Let's see if we could break that amount this coming year! Be sure to clip the box tops from 

various products; You can find box tops on Hanes apparel, Betty Crocker items, General Mills cereal, Ziploc Green Giant 

frozen veggies, paper products; just to name a few.  You may also go to boxtopsforeducation.com for a complete list. 

There is a box in the narthex for the box tops you clip at home or you may bring them into the church/school 

office.  You may also attach box tops to the sheet in this Troy Lutheran. 

 

MEN’S BREAKFAST is the 2
nd

 and 4
th

 Saturday of each month from 7:00 – 8:00 a.m. at the Troy Cracker 

Barrel.  Our next time to get together for breakfast is February 10
th

.  This is a wonderful opportunity to enjoy 

breakfast with other men. It is also a time of sharing and fellowship. All men are welcome to join us.  

 

ST. PAUL'S CHURCH FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE is looking for individuals who are interested in 

assisting and the planning of congregational fundraising. Contact Julie Nosbisch (618-830-8505) if you would 

like more information or to become a part of this exciting and vital ministry of the congregation. Please respond 

by February 11th.  

 

 



 
The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML) News for February: 

Dates to come: 

 

Congregation:  It’s time to prepare for the Souper Bowl!  We will be collecting Soup (especially vegetable and 

beef varieties) and Crackers.  These are greatly needed in our communities and will be shared by Ministries 

Unlimited and the Concordia Seminary Food Bank.  Thank you! 

 

February 3/4: Souper Bowl Sunday -   As the congregation members leave worship on Super Bowl weekend, 

you will be invited to give $1.00 per person to help hungry and hurting people.  All donations will be sent 

directly to Ministries Unlimited or Concordia Seminary Food Pantry.  Also, please bring your soup and crackers 

for distribution, too.  Thank you so much for your support! 

 

February 11, 2:00 pm, Metro-Central Zone LWML Prayer Service: at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 

1300 Belt Line Road, Collinsville.  Please join us for a prayer service, “Living as God’s People” with 

refreshments to follow the service. 

 

  

St. Paul’s Lutheran School First and Second Grade              Mr. Ryan Keck 

Now that 2018 is here I have a lot to remember with all the ups and downs that I had. When my College shut 

down for financial reasons, I had to finish college a semester early. I had no idea how I was going to find a job 

because I didn’t even start looking. During the summer is when I got the call from Saint Paul’s and my world 

would change. 

I am the teacher of the first and second-grade classroom at Saint Paul’s. I have a fantastic group of students who 

come to class each day eager to learn. My students favorite subject to learn is math because they all enjoy 

writing on the whiteboard with all my color dry erase markers. I have seen my class grow in the short months 

before Christmas break. The first-grade class has gone from kindergarteners who had trouble reading and asking 

me to read everything to them, to first graders who want to read everything and for me just to listen to them 

read. My second graders have gone from reading words on a page to understanding the storyline and asking me 

questions to understanding certain parts better. Each student has made tremendous improvements from the start, 

and they continue to do so! 

God has a funny way of leading us down a path but always leads us to a better opportunity. It has been a real 

blessing that I got lead to not only this great school but to the family as well. I want to thank God, Mindy, 

Linda, Chris, Pastor and everyone else who have given me great leadership to shape me into a better teacher. 

INTERESTED IN SERVING? Want to better understand what it means to be a good Christian Steward and 

how we implement that in our Congregation's daily life?  The Stewardship Committee is looking for new 

members to serve on the committee.  We will be working to determine the next area of focus for 2018 and 

would love to have you to join!  If interested please reach out to Kathy in the church Office or Email Jason 

Kesterson @ JMKesterson@gmail.com. 
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ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN SCHOOL 

112 North Border 

Troy, Illinois  

618-667-6314 

OPEN HOUSE for PROSPECTIVE STUDENT FAMILIES 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2018 

4:00-7:00 P.M. 

 
Please check out what St. Paul’s has to offer.   

The open house experience will offer you the opportunity to tour the facilities, observe what happens 

in our classrooms during the day, meet and greet current students, teachers, and families, and have 

all your questions answered about a Christian education at St. Paul’s. 

Pre-school for children ages 3 and 4 

Kindergarten and Grades 1-8 

Day Care and Before & After School Care  

We look forward to seeing you at our Open House. 
Saint Paul’s Lutheran School admits students of any race, color, gender, religion, nationality and ethnic origin 

to all the rights, privileges, programs, and activities generally accorded or made available to students at the 

school.  It does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, gender, religion, national and ethnic origin in 

administration of its educational policies, admission policies, and athletic and other school-administered 

programs. 



2018 SCRIP CALENDAR:  St. Paul’s cards orders will be placed on the following dates.  Payment is due to 

the office by 3:00 p.m. on or before the date listed for each month.   

February 5, March 5, April 2, May 7, June 4, July 2, August 6, September 5, October 1, November 5 and 

December 3. 

Fundraise for St. Paul’s by purchasing gift cards for the places that you normally make purchases such as gas 

stations, restaurants, shopping, groceries and even vacations.  The gift cards are the full value that you purchase 

them for and SCRIP gives various percents to St. Paul’s. 

Register now at Shopwithscrip.com and use enrollment code B37689FB56L22 to connect the money you earn 

to St. Paul’s Lutheran.  Contact STPTroy@yahoo.com with any questions.   

Thank you for fundraising to support the things that matter! 

ON SATURDAY:  Feb. 3 at 6 p.m. Acolyte: Kamryn Fandrey; Elder: Sam Italiano; Ushers: Brion Boeshans, Kevin 
Campe, Sam Italiano, and Seth Schaefer; Greeters: Jim & Shirley Rood; Pianist: Jen Wittenberg; Altar Guild:. Verona 
Meier and Pat Peverly. 
 

ON SUNDAY:  Feb. 4 at 8 a.m.  Acolyte: Jack Kenison; Elder:  ; Ushers: Jacob Doyle, Mike Salanitro,  Brett Sollberger  and Joe 

Walls;  Greeter: Yvonne Rieger; Pianist: Jen Wittenberg; Altar Guild:. Verona Meier and Pat Peverly. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
ON SUNDAY: Feb. 4 at 10:30 a.m. Acolyte: Steve Stock; Ushers: Ted Fedder, Keith Jackson, Ryan Kaffer and Jason Kesterson; 
Greeters: Ruth Schmitt and Dorothy Taake; Bulletin Collator: Todd & Sheryl Moore; Pianist: Jen Wittenberg. 

ON SATURDAY:  Feb. 10 at 6 p.m. Acolyte: Kaitlyn Hunter; Elder:; Ushers: Brion Boeshans, Sam Italiano, Seth Schaefer and Kyle 
Sipes; Greeters: Larry & Kathy Brokering; Pianist: Jen Wittenberg.; Altar Guild: Jeanette Gindler and Jo Ann Harris. 
 

ON SUNDAY:  Feb. 11 at 8 a.m. Acolyte: Emma Kilzer; Ushers: Ted Flath, Kyle Norris, Ken Sipes and Joe Walls; Greeters: Brock 

& Julie Nosbisch; Pianist: Jen Wittenberg.  
 
ON SUNDAY: Feb. 11 at 10:30 a.m. Acolyte: Jack Kenison; Elder:; Ushers: Bruce McLaughlin, Colin McLaughlin, Mark Schlemer 
and Tony Sipes; Greeters: Roy & Jo Ann Harris; Bulletin Collator: Laurence & Donna Ponce; Pianist: Jen Wittenberg; Altar Guild: 
Jeanette Gindler and Jo Ann Harris; Flowers: In Honor of Pastor’ Installation & Pastor 9th Anniversary at St. Paul’s. 
 
ON ASH WEDNESDAY: Feb. 14 at 7 p.m.  Acolyte: Anna Reese; Elders:; Ushers: Jacob Doyle, Randy Jones, Seth Schaefer and 
Ken Sipes;  Greeters: Josh & Jenni Hunt; Pianist: Jen Wittenberg; Altar Guild: Jeanette Gindler and Jo Ann Harris. 
 
ON SATURDAY: Feb. 17 at 6 p.m. Acolyte: Logan Di Rosa; Elders:; Ushers: Brion Boeshans, Kevin Campe, Sam Italiano and 
Randy Jones; Greeters: Josh & Jenni Hunt; Pianist: Tim Wittenberg; Altar Guild: Mary Ann Bonneville and Bonnie Levo. 
 
ON SUNDAY: Feb. 18 at 8 a.m. Acolyte: Abby Kesterson; Elders:; Ushers: Jim Kesterson, Mark Leitschuh, Brock Nosbisch and 
Brett Sollberger; Greeter: Sheryl Moore; Pianist: Erica Sipes; Altar Guild: Mary Ann Bonneville and Bonnie Levo. 

ON SUNDAY: Feb. 18 at 10:30 a.m. Acolyte: Ellie Corder; Elder:; Ushers:  Keith Jackson, Jason Kesterson, Rachel Lange and Mark 
Schlemer;  Greeters: Rod & Beth Repp; Bulletin Collator: Len & Judy Suess; Pianist: Tim Wittenberg. 
 
ON WEDNESDAY: Feb. 21 at 7 p.m.  Acolyte: Cayla Wilderman; Ushers: Keith Jackson, Randy Jones, Jason Kesterson, Brock 
Nosbisch;  Organist: Claudia Loethen. 
 
ON SATURDAY: Feb. 24 at 6 p.m. Acolyte: Gibson Hunt; Elders:; Ushers: Brion Boeshans, Sam Italiano, Seth Schaefer and Kyle 
Sipes; Greeters: Jim & Shirley Rood; Organist: Claudia Loethen; Altar Guild: Jennifer Mallette and Wendy Sievers. 
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ON SUNDAY: Feb. 25 at 8 a.m. Acolyte: Logan DiRosa; Ushers: Mike Hampton, Jim Kesterson, Mark Leitschuh and Kyle Norris; 
Greeter: Edna Meier; Organist: Claudia Loethen. 

ON SUNDAY: Feb. 25 at 10:30 a.m. Acolyte: TJ Stille; Elder:; Ushers:  Colin McLaughlin, Tony Sipes, Dave Thomas and Tim 
Wittenberg;  Greeters: Glenn & Jeanette Gindler; Bulletin Collator: Nancy Thomas; Organist: Claudia Loethen; Altar Guild: Jennifer 
Mallette and Wendy Sievers. 

ON WEDNESDAY: Feb. 28 at 7 p.m.  Acolyte: Abby Kesterson; Ushers: Jacob Doyle, Ted Fedder, Kyle Norris and Seth Schaefer;  
Organist: Claudia Loethen.  

 

SAUSAGE SUPPER 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
112 North Border Street 

Troy, IL  62294 

618-667-6681 

SUNDAY, MARCH 4, 2018  

Noon – 6 pm 

Adults - $10.00 

Children 5-10 - $4.00 

Under 5 – free 

Carry-outs - $10.00 
 

Country Store – Crafts & Baked Goods 
 

Scholastic Book Fair 
 

MENU 

Pork sausage, mashed potatoes, sauerkraut, green beans, 

corn, applesauce, bread & butter, pie, coffee, tea, milk 



SAUSAGE SUPPER - OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE 

On Sunday, March 4, 2018, St. Paul’s Lutheran Church will be having its annual sausage supper.  This is a major fund 

raising event for our church.  Members of our community and other area towns and churches are invited to come enjoy a 

family style dinner of pork sausage and all the fixings, creating yet another opportunity for you to serve. 
Workers are especially needed for the dining room and the kitchen.  There is a job for everyone.  It doesn’t matter if 

you’re a new member or a lifetime member or whether or not you’ve any experience.  All you need is willingness to serve 

and a pleasant personality.  Of course, that’s all of our members!!   There are sign-up sheets in the narthex of church.    

Please be sure to sign up!  (There are two shifts, one from after the morning church service, 11:30 a.m. until 3:00 p.m., 

and another from 3:00-6:30 p.m.)  
 

Dining room workers are responsible for bringing the food from the kitchen to the tables and also for retrieving drink 

orders (coffee, tea, milk, water).  As tables clear, your group of workers is responsible for re-setting the tables for the next 

group of patrons. It’s really very simple.  We have a very enjoyable time and get to talk with people from our church, our 

community and also from other towns and churches.  Sound like something you’d like to try?  Sign up in the narthex or 

contact Erica Sipes (618-581-8288) or Jennifer Kesterson (618-581-3506). 
 

Kitchen workers are responsible for a variety of jobs.  Some workers do the actual cooking of everything except the 

sausage—heating up green beans, sauerkraut, corn, making mashed potatoes and gravy—others are responsible for 

dishing up the various items into serving bowls as the dining room workers come to retrieve food for their tables.  Others 

work in the, drink “corner”!  They are responsible for pouring drinks as needed.  At the end of the day, workers are 

needed to help with cleanup.  Sign up in the narthex or contact Karen Missey (618-830-7535). 
 

Carry-out corner:  Volunteers in the area are responsible for filling carry-out orders. Sign up in the narthex or contact 

Kim Campe (304-2211). 
 

Dish corner & washers:  Dish corner volunteers are responsible for scraping dishes, sorting and preparing glasses, 

silverware, bowls, etc. for washing.  Washers are responsible for running the dishwasher.  Dishwasher assistant makes 

sure clean dishes are dry and distributed back into circulation.  Sign up in the narthex or contact Karen Missey (618-830-

7535).  
 

Pie Corner: Workers are needed to help cut and plate pies.  Sign up in the narthex or call Phyllis Weatherspoon  

(667-9362). 
 

PIES ARE IN GREAT DEMAND.  It takes a lot of pies to feed hundreds of people!  If you’ve baked and donated pies in the past, 

your continued participation is greatly appreciated.  If you’ve never donated pies in the past, we need your help, too.  

Homemade pies are wonderful but, if you don’t consider yourself a baker or you just don’t have time to bake from scratch, 

you can also donate pies purchased from the bakery or even pies you purchase in the freezer section of the market and bake at 

home.  Please help!  Please sign the sheet in the narthex and indicate the number of pies you plan to bring.  Any questions, contact 

Phyllis Weatherspoon (667-9362). 

Table Busers:  This is a job specifically for kids in our congregation that are in grades 5-8. Help out in the dining room 

with clearing of tables after each group has finished eating.  This involves disposing of paper plates and napkins and 

taking glasses, cups and forks back to the kitchen to be cleaned.  Please sign up on the sheet in the narthex and indicate 

that you are volunteering to bus tables.  If you have any questions, please call Erica Sipes (618-581-8288) or Jennifer 

Kesterson (618-581-3506). 

Clean Up Crew:  If you’d rather work behind the scenes, perhaps you would be available to help with cleanup after the 

event.  Sign up in the narthex. 

The sausage supper COUNTRY STORE needs a variety of items to sell.  Suggestions:  crocheted or knitted afghans or other 

needlework, woodwork projects (bird house, shelves, furniture, etc.), baked goods, homemade jellies/jams, decorative 

craft projects, holiday items (handmade ornaments, wreaths, etc.), baskets, quilts, paintings…  Just bring your donations 

to the school commons area the morning of the sausage supper.  Please call Pat Peverly (667-6123) if you have any 

questions about the country store. 



St. Paul’s Church Council Minutes 

January 17th 2018 

Attendance: Jacob Doyle (chairman), Jason Kesterson (Stewardship & Finance), Todd Kenison (School board), 

Rebekah Norris (Financial Secretary), Todd Moore (Trustee), Erica Sipes (Evangelism), Sarah Salanitro (Board of 

Christian Ed), Mike Salanitro (Elder), Pastor, and Alan Kilzer (co-chairman) 

Chairman called the meeting to order. 

Devotions by Pastor-God’s people in a Jonah world 

Approval of Agenda: 

Todd Kenison requested addition of new item to agenda-recording at church council meetings. 

Todd Kenison motioned to approve agenda as amended.  2nd ?.  Motion Passed. 

Approval of Minutes of December Council Meeting: 

Chairman requested to modify last new business bullet to modify “is getting nowhere” to “needing further 

discussion between Pastor and Chairman” 

Jason Kesterson made a motion to accept Todd Kenison 2nd 

Todd Kenison requests amendment to motion to also include that other Congregation attendees to meetings are 

noted in minutes. 

Jason accepted amendment to add Mike Krueger to attendance list for Dec. Council as Member At Large.  Motion 

Passed. 

Reports: 

Pastor needs planning committee member numbers by January 31st 

New Business: 

Jason Kesterson made motion to approve Adeline Amen as new Counting committee member.  Mike Salanitro. 2nd, 

motion passed 

Mike Salanitro motioned to approve Alan Kilzer as new co-chairman Todd Kennison 2nd, motion passed. 

Nominating Committee:  Board of Stewardship and Finance, Board of Christian Day School and ECC, and Board of 

Evangelism are to give planning committee name input to chairman/vice-chairman 

Recording at meetings:  Todd Kennison stated that a person cannot be legally recorded without permission in 

Illinois.  Discussion was held on topic.  It was noted that recording of meetings has been ongoing for years and that 

this is nothing new.  Recording Secretary records meetings to ensure accurate and complete minutes of meetings 

are taken.  Council agreed that any recording of meetings should be announced before meeting starts.  If anyone in 

attendance does not consent to being recorded at that time, it is Council’s request that all audio recording stop and 

only hand written notes be taken.  It was also discussed that executive session should be used if discussing a 

matter that is sensitive during which time no recording of any kind, including written minutes, will take place. 



Jason Kesterson made motion to release Annie Reed, Mike Salanitro 2nd, motion passed. 

Next Council will be Tues February 20th 2018 due to Lent. 

Jason Kesterson motion to adjourn and Todd Kension 2nd, motion passed. 



St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

Quarterly Voters Meeting Minutes 

January 21, 2018 

The following minutes are unofficial until approved by the voters at the next meeting.  

 

Opening Devotion  

Prayer  

Motion to approve updated Agenda made by Darrell Wittenberg, 2nd by Tony Sipes and the motion was passed 

Motion to approve July 16, 2017 minutes as printed made by Jim Kesterson 2nd by Todd Kenison and the motion was passed 

Question by Ted Flath asked about reports not attached to the minutes was responded to as minutes reflect what was discussed at the meeting, the 

reports were attached to the voters packet prior to the meeting. Motion to approve of the October 18, 2017 minutes as printed made by Tony Sipes 2nd 

by Jason Kesterson and the motion was passed 

Board of Elders – no written report submitted 

Business discussed Board of Elders working with School Board on attendance policy of members receiving reduction in tuition to continue 

receiving discount. 

Transfers in and transfers out as listed on agenda 

Normal discussion of reports unless otherwise noted 

Pastor report  

Board of Trustees 

Board of Christian Day School and Early Childhood Center/Principal    

Question asked by Adaline Amen regarding executive session with Pastor Ball, who is Pastor Ball responded to by the Chair is the Circuit 

Visitor within the district 

Board of Christian Education  

Board of Evangelism  

Board of Stewardship and Finance  

Ted Flath asked if the increase in the Elders worksheet included changes of insurance premium answered by Jason Kesterson as the 

changes is negligible, there was a slight increase    

Budget Summary Report  

 Easy readable worksheets sent to Kathy Brumm – will be included in these minutes 



 

Unfinished Business  

Results of projected school income and expenses report was handed out (not provided for inclusion of minutes). Next steps with finance board to 

meet with School Board in February to discuss what the FY 18/19 will look like. As brought up in the October voters meeting, there will be a lot of 

very hard to discussion. The number provided on the spreadsheet will be plugged into the budget that is set based on the tuition rates. The plan is to 

have a presentable budget in the April voters meeting rather than meeting in June. Being completely honest, a deficit budget cannot be passed again.   

Pastor Schuessler suggested the updates in tuition be pointed out to the voters.  

Changes in tuition was raised from $2450.00 to $2600.00 for members 

Non-members was raised from $3920.00 to $3950.00  

Both raises kept us competitive with other schools in the area 

No changes made on pre-school or Pre-K rates 

Registration fees will be raised from $175.00 if registered before March 31st to $225.00 after March 31st.  

There is also an incentive that if you refer a new student that enrolls, the registration fee will be waived.  

Question rose by Mike Krueger – how many students getting member rate versus how many students are getting the non-member rates as well as to 

how much each discount is given for each student.  

Discount is 10% for members. Additional question are there students going free which was answered with there are kids getting tuition assistance.  

Ted Flath asked does the discounts apply to the school and preschool – answered by Jason Kesterson, it does 

Ted Flath asked if budget being presented in April will that be just for the School or will that be for everyone. The focus will be on the school board. 

The school board is the largest chunk of the budget. It will not be a meeting to approve the budget; it will be a draft budget that we plan on presenting 

at the special June voters meeting.  

The intention right now is not going to be a class by class breakdown, the plan is to keep it as a high level we have 105 students here that brings in 

(for example $250,000 for tuition) as to what we have in total other expenses.  

The February meeting is going to be where we discuss what changes that will need to be made be it changes in staffing or class set up. What it will 

look like if we continue forward how that would look like in terms of staffing. Jennifer Kesterson added that this decision will be to provide a general 

look, any major decision in staffing should not be made by 7 people only, and this is a decision that will need to be brought to the voters for approval. 

Jason Kesterson added this is a discussion that will be brought up in the Church Council meeting then presented to the voters in the April voters 

meeting. It will not be a decision the school board will make on their own.  

Question by Adaline Amen what the process is for anyone behind on tuition. Jason answered it is all set up through TADS so they cannot be behind 

in TADS that is set up as an automatic bank deduction, there is never a time that student tuition will be behind.  

Darrell Wittenberg made note of thanks to the time and effort being put forth by the Board of Stewardship and finance on this matter.  

New Business  

There was an opening in the Elders that was filled by Mike Salanitro leaving a vacancy for the Vice Chairman position. This was filled by 

Alan Kilzer through June, 2018 

Motion to bring the meeting to a close was made by Ted Flath and 2nd by Adaline Amen and the motion was passed. 

Meeting came to a close with the Lord’s Prayer.   

 

Respectfully Submitted 

Vicki Krueger 

Recording Secretary.  


