ST. PAUL’S TROY LUTHERAN

DECEMBER 2015
DECEMBER THOUGHTS FROM PASTOR SCHUESSLER  

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

We wish you a Blessed Advent, a merry Christmas and a happy New Year. I thought I would roll all those together into one greeting as this is the December newsletter. Advent begins on November 28/29. I will say more about Advent in a few moments. Christmas follows the 4 weeks of preparation Advent brings to us. It breaks upon us often before we are ready. But isn’t that the way of the Lord. He doesn’t wait for our time to reach us. At just the right time, He comes, He empowers, He blesses, He heals, He does all the things that we are in need of in our lives. So it really shouldn’t surprise us that even though we know when Christmas is coming, we aren’t quite ready. He works when He is ready and not when we are ready. Then the New Year comes, 2016. Happy New Year. We will reflect back upon 2015 and say, “Boy it went quick.” And we will wonder about what type of year 2016 will be for each of us. I will tell you this; it will be the year that the Lord will give you. You will be challenged and blessed, overwhelmed and underwhelmed and then freaked out and blessed out, 2016 will be unlike any other year you have ever lived because you have never lived it before. Celebrate the wonder and wonder at the celebration. A blessed Advent, a merry Christmas and a happy New Year.
Now back to Advent. Advent is the season when we prepare for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. We all know that it leads us to Christmas. For the most part, that is where we stop. But did you know that Advent was much more than just preparing for Christmas? That is actually only the 1st part of our preparation for the “coming” (Advent means “to come” in Latin) of the Christ-child? Yes, we listen to the words of John the Baptist as he calls us to repentance and to prepare our hearts and lives for the coming of the King. Often as we do this preparation, we get lost in the wave of Christmas that is like a tsunami washing over every aspect of our lives. There are two other “advents” that we prepare for as well. The Second Advent we prepare for is the coming of our Savior into our lives. Yes, He came to us in the waters of our Baptism. Yet we relive our Baptism every single day, recalling what He has done for us, repenting of our sins, asking for forgiveness and praying that the Holy Spirit would change our sinful lives. That is the second advent of the King. The third advent is the coming of the King of kings on the Last Day. This advent really gets lost in the mix of seasons. We know about getting ready for His birth and maybe even He is coming into our hearts and lives but coming on the Last Day, really? Do we really need to focus on that again? Didn’t we just do that at the end of the Church Year/ (Do you remember that from the last 2 weeks sermons in November?) Yes we did, but He hasn’t returned yet! So that means that we continue to prepare our hearts and lives for the coming of the King of kings. During the season of Advent, we do just that – prepare. Those are the three emphases on the coming of the Lord that we look at during the season of Advent.
One of the things that takes place during the season of Advent is we add the Wednesday evening Advent services. In those services we have a specific focus that we don’t have on the weekends. This year, our theme is going to be “Christmas clothes.” We will be looking at the clothes we wear during the Christmas season actually can reflect what takes place within our spiritual lives. I have a challenge for all of you as we go into the Advent evening services. I would like to challenge you to try to dress according to the evening. What that means is that each of the 3 weeks will have a clothing/color focus. On each week, I would challenge you to try to dress the part so that you will be able to connect with the theme of the evenings. How does that sound? Challenging? Perhaps, only on the 1st week will it be a type of clothing. The other two weeks will be a color that you are challenged to wear. 
ADVENT WEDNESDAY SERVICES

So what is it that you are facing in this challenge? It is this: “Christmas Clothes: A Reflection of Our Faith.” Week 1 (Dec. 2) Ugly Christmas Sweaters; Week 2 (Dec. 9) Red sweaters/clothes; Week 3 (Dec. 16) Green sweaters/clothes. 
What I would challenge you to do is on Dec. 2nd wear what you would consider an “ugly Christmas sweater.” There are many of them out there. I have even observed store advertising that they are selling ugly Christmas sweaters. So it is up to you to wear what you would consider an ugly Christmas sweater. There will be a point to this which you will need to come to worship to learn.
On Dec. 9th you should wear some sort of red sweater or shirt or tie or whatever you have that is red. It would be amazing to see all the church dressed in red on that evening. We will learn about the King of kings on that night as well.

Then on Dec 16th you should wear your green Christmas clothing. The idea is to deck out everyone in green for the evening. 

All right, that is your assignment as you prepare for Advent evening services for 2016. My assignment is to prepare the services and sermons so that you grow in your life of faith. Together, we will find ourselves preparing for Advent, the coming of the Savior.
I would like to take a few lines to invite you to the Schuessler Family Open House. Penny and I invite you into our home on Sunday, December 6th between 4-7 p.m. Penny, Rachael, Shirley and Brandon are currently working to prepare the various dishes that will be served that evening. There will be scores of Christmas cookies, fudge, peanut brittle and other sweets along with pulled pork sliders, fruit and veggie trays and a whole host of other goodies. This Open House is for everyone, young and old, adults and children (you get to chose which you are). This is our opportunity to invite you into our house and thank you for the love and support you give to us throughout the year. I do have to say that I have not had a chance to do any further work on my train layout, but I will be having the Thomas trains running. You can come and stay short time or the whole time. This is a great opportunity for us to get together this holiday season, celebrate the love of Christ that is in our midst here at St. Paul’s and share in the fellowship with one another.
One last thought that I wish to put out there in front of you: Remember that we are doing a new congregational pictorial directory. Photography will be taking place in February 4-6, 11-13, 2016. You will be hearing about how you can sign up for the pictures in the near future When you are contacted, please be sure to sign up for a time when it will be good for you and your family to take part. We still need an overall project coordinator. That is a must need for us as we move forward with this project.
I would like to thank the Board of Elders and congregation, the Adult Bible Class, the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League and all the members of the congregation who recognized Pastor Appreciation Month in October and gave a card and/or gift to me and Penny. We greatly appreciate your support, care and love. We feel very loved and cared for by your support.

Well, that ends my letter for this month. Happy Thanksgiving, blessed Advent, merry Christmas and happy New Year to each of you. God bless you each and every day.

Pastor Schuessler
DECEMBER  BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

Dec. 1:  Bruce & Becky McLaughlin, Chris Young; 2:  Gwenn Buesching, Kelly Sollberger; 3: Tiffany Brumm, Kendra Garnto; 4: Carter Mallette, Becca Nehrt-Flores, Mike Schmitt, Jean Tieman; 5:  Randy Emmons; 6: Theresa Campe, Glenn & Jeanette Gindler; 7: Doug Fitzgerald, Jacob Lauer, David Sedlacek, Jackie Weiersmueller;  8: Debbie Jones, Len Suess; 10: Kim Campe, 11: Tyler Godell, Reba Mathis; 12: Connie Bellantone, Evan Bess, Larry Milano, Sophia Rupp, Cathy Wilderman; 14: Larry Brokering, Paul Levo, Harold Niebruegge; 16: Dale Fultz; 17: Anita Bell, Ellie Bugger, Tiffany James, Bill Jones, Aubree Lambeth, Mark Leitschuh, Wendy Sievers, Carol Wilderman; 18: Greg & Stephanie Everett, Ethan Gratton, Karen Schneider, Joseph Tschudy; 19: Don Ackerman, Jr., Bob & Kim Bindrim,  Ron Criley, Adam Lilenkamp, Michael & Irene Merchant, Susan Taylor, Noel Winte;  20: Kathy Brokering, Eli Criley, Tracy Lange, Kyle Rood, Shirley Rood;  21: Carol Taake; 22: Aubrey Missey, Connor Oller, Dana Sedlacek;  23: Roy Koberna; 25: Glenn Meier; 26: Cory Boeshans, Virginia Niebruegge, Caden Werner; 27: Jeff & Bonnie Criley, Meta Garnto, Stephen Weiersmueller; 29: Eric & Dee Benardin, Mark & Justine Dochterman, Sophia Van Winkle; 30: John & Mindy Fischer, Donna Hughes; 31: Doris Stephens. 

Holiday Worship Schedule 

The Saturday & Sunday worship schedule is the same unless noted below:

Saturday/Sunday, November 28/29 Advent begins
Wednesday, December 2, 9, 16 -7:00 p.m. Advent services

Sunday, Dec. 13 Children’s Programs  



2:00 p.m. Preschool 3 & 4 Program

6:00 p.m. K-8 Program

Saturday/Sunday, Dec. 19/20 


Christmas Cantata, Saturday, 6:00 p.m. & Sunday, 10:30 a.m. 


Sunday 8:00 a.m. regular worship, Communion (no Cantata)
Thursday, Dec. 24 Christmas Eve 


6:00 p.m. Christmas Eve with Communion


11:00 p.m. Candlelight service 

Friday, Dec. 25 Christmas Day 


9:00 a.m. with Communion 

Thursday, Dec. 31 New Year’s Eve 


6:00 p.m. with Communion 
NO  January 1, 2016 New Year’s Day worship
Saturday/Sunday, January 2/3, 2016 Epiphany Celebrated
THE ANNUAL CHRISTMAS CANTATA will be presented by the Family Choir as part of the worship services on Saturday, December 19th at the 6:00 p.m. worship service and Sunday, December 20th at the 10:30 a.m. worship service.  The cantata is “The Christmas Story” by Tom Fettke and Thomas Grassi, narration by Ken Bible. There will be No Holy Communion at those services. Holy Communion will be celebrated in the regular 8:00 a.m. worship service on Sunday, December 20th. 

HAND CHIMES - The Hand Chimes practice will be in the Sanctuary on Monday December 14, 6 p.m. On Saturday, December 5th, our Chimes Choir will play for Service at 6:00 p.m. On Wednesday, December 16th, our Chimes Choir will play for the Advent service at 7:00 p.m. If you have any questions, please contact Kathy Nehrt at 667-6093.  Please join us in the New Year!  Hand chimes will begin practices again on Monday, January 11 at 6:00 pm in the church sanctuary.  Please contact Kathy Nehrt with any questions at 667-6093 or kathy.nehrt@gmail.com. 

Children’s Christmas Program Practice: All St. Paul’s church and school children, age PK 3 – grades 8 are encouraged to participate. The Preschool 3 & 4 yr. old children should attend the practice on Dec. 5 & 12 at 8:00 – 9:00 a.m.  Children K-8 will have practices at 9:00-11:00 a.m. on Sat. 12/5 and 12/12.  Any questions please call Penny Schuessler (Preschool 3 & 4) at 322-9824 or Ida Doyle (K-8) at 667-2692.
The Annual Children’s Christmas Program will take place at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church on Sunday, December 13th with the Preschool 3 & 4 program at 2:00 p.m. and Kindergarten-8th grade program at 6:00 p.m.  The Program is entitled “Joy To The World.”
THANKOFFERING: As you look back upon 2015, remember to give thanks to the Lord for all the blessings that He has given to you. Consider a special gift to the church as a response to all the blessings you have been given. Your support is greatly needed as we bring 2015 to a close. Also, it’s tax deductible!

OFFERING ENVELOPES FOR 2016 will be available on the tables in the narthex soon and our yearly statements for the year 2015 will be available in January 2016. If you are unable to find your envelopes, ask one of the ushers to help you. If you do not have envelopes but would like them, please fill out the form in the Finance Secretary folder in the narthex or call the church office to get your envelopes. If you use ACH for your contributions, you will still be assigned an envelope number in order to record your regular contributions. This is the only way we have to make sure that you are credited with your regular and special offerings. 
INFORMATION FROM THE BOARD OF STEWARDSHIP AND FINANCE
Per the approved 2015-16 budget, any major unexpected maintenance costs were classified as “un-budgeted” and will be presented to the congregation for “special payment”.  To date we have incurred un-budgeted expenses and an update on these costs is detailed below. There are pink envelopes in the narthex (and soon in the pews) that can be used for a special offer for these expenses. Please write on the envelope which you are giving to with your special offering. 

Unbudgeted / Unexpected Maintenance Costs
	Incident
	Cost
	Contributed To-Date

	Tree Clean Up (Northeast Corner of School Property)
	$1,250
	$850

	Termite Mitigation (Church to School Breezeway)
	$1,250
	$0

	Air Conditioner Compressor (School)
	$2,550
	$300

	Simplex Grinnell Elevator Fire Monitoring
	$1,771
	$0

	
	
	

	Northside Fence Repair
	TBD
	$2,028

	TOTAL
	$6,821
	$3,178


MEN’S BREAKFAST meets at the Troy Cracker Barrel on Saturday, December 12 at 7:00 a.m. Come out and join in the fellowship as we gather around the breakfast table sharing the wonders of life from a man’s perspective. All men from the congregation are invited to join in this time of fellowship. We will NOT have the regular breakfast on Saturday, Dec. 26th. Take the family to breakfast that morning.

“Fear Not” By Lutheran Hour Ministries is the name of the 2016 Advent Devotion books. The books are available in regular print and large print. They are in the narthex of the church or in the church office. Pick one up for you and share one with a friend as you prepare for this year’s celebration of Christmas. 

YOUTH NEWS
WE WILL BE decorating the church sanctuary on Sunday, November 29 beginning at noon. It takes app. 2 hours if we have a dozen or so youth helping. Lunch will be provided. 

ALL YOUTH will be helping to serve the Senior Citizens dinner at the Wiesemeyer Center on Thursday, Dec. 3rd. We need to be at the Center in the park by 5:30 p.m. to help serve and then to clean up after they are finished eating. This is our service activity for December. 
THE YOUTH will be serving the Advent dinner on Wednesday Dec. 9th. We will begin set up 4:30 p.m. Serving will be from 5:30-6:30 p.m. Clean up will take place from 6:30 -7:00 p.m. Afterwards we will attend the Advent worship service. The menu for the dinner will be lasagna, salad, bread sticks, dessert and drinks. The free-will donation will go towards the 2016 National Lutheran Youth Gathering. 
JANUARY 3, 2016 the youth will be taking down the decorations in the church sanctuary. It seems impossible to even mention this but we wanted it to be on everyone’s calendar. We will start around 6:00 p.m. on Jan. 3. 

ESTHER THE COMFORT DOG: One of the projects that St. Paul’s has been blessed to support over the past 2 years is the Lutheran Church Charities Comfort Dogs. We have a local connect with this project in that Holy Cross Lutheran Church, Collinsville has been working towards and received Esther the Comfort Dog. Esther has been over to St. Paul’s School chapel in October. Plans are being made for her to come to worship here at St. Paul’s so that we can get to know her. Esther goes into schools, nursing homes, care facilities and other places where she can serve as a bridge to help people talk about and work through their personal and spiritual problems. She has been introduced to the local police departments and fire departments should the need arise for her to be available in times of natural or man-made disasters. You can go on Facebook and search for Esther the Comfort Dog and learn more about her and the ministry that we support. 

BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITES
SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY continues to study Revelation. We have entered into the 2nd vision beginning in Revelation 4. Come and join the study on Sunday morning from 9:15 -10:15 a.m. in the church basement. 

TUESDAY BIBLE STUDY is the Mom’s Morning Mingle which meets on Tuesdays from 9:45-10:45 a.m. in the church narthex lounge area. The December dates are Dec. 1, 8, 15. For more information contact Jennifer Doyle at 409-5856. 

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY is scheduled for the first and third Wednesday morning at 9:45 a.m.  If you should have any questions, please call Grace Cottingham at 667-6552.

THURSDAY BIBLE STUDY continues each Thursday afternoon from 2-3 p.m. in the church kitchen. The dates are December 3, 10 and 17. Bring your Bible and come and join us in the study of God’s Word.

LWML CHRISTMAS PARTY will be held on Monday, December 7th at 7 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  Ladies are asked to bring a wrapped gift ($5-10 limit) for Crazy Bunco and one dozen Christmas cookies.  All ladies of the Congregation are invited to attend! The Christmas Party committee is Nancy Klaustermeier, Valerie Meyer, Shirley Rood and Ruth Schmitt.

MOSAIC PREGNANCY & HEALTH CENTERS - BABY BOTTLE FUNDRAISER Please pick up a baby bottle in the narthex, beginning Sunday, January 10 through February 14.  This will greatly support Mosaic Pregnancy & Health Centers as they reach out to women, men and their unborn babies. Mosaic ultimately exists to reveal His great love and tender mercies through the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Thank you so much for prayerfully considering Mosaic PHC as a local mission project!  I sincerely pray that you have a blessed Christmas.  Please allow me to thank you for all you do for Him in our community.  It is a privilege to co-labor with you for Christ!
MINISTRIES UNLIMITED CHRISTMAS INGATHERING WILL be gifts for the Ministries Unlimited Christmas.  St. Paul's will be collecting gifts for male and female adults and teenage boys.  On the LWML table there is a Christmas tree decorated with angels.  Simply select an angel, purchase GATHERING for the month of November continuing though the week of December 13th, will an item, return the angel with the unwrapped gift, and place it under the tree.  All gifts are greatly appreciated.

MINISTRIES UNLIMITED ANNUAL CHRISTMAS DISTRIBUTION
Preparation for the distribution has been scheduled for Tuesday, December 15, 16 & 17; this will be 10 a.m. – 

2 p.m. at the St. Jerome’s Catholic Church in Troy. All monetary gifts will be accepted Nov. 1 – Dec. 31. Volunteers over the age of 18 are needed to help with the distribution on Saturday, December 19, 2015.  They will meet at the St. Jerome’s Church in Troy at 9 a.m. to receive directions about the deliveries.

As we share hope and love with others, may the timeless message of Christmas fill our hearts with a special joy and love.  Any assistance you can provide will sincerely be appreciated.

Thank you…I have been so extremely blessed through all of you with multiple get-well cards, an abundance of prayers, and many phone calls to check in and see how I am doing. Your love and support through this crazy experience made the days much brighter and the recovery nice and quick. I thank God for His healing hand and I also thank Him for my wonderful St. Paul’s Family! Philemon 1:4 – I always thank my God as I remember you in my prayers.    - Jen Wittenberg

ST. PAUL’S SCHOOL ENROLLMENT IS UP!

I became painfully aware yesterday that, at least some of our congregation here at St. Paul’s, are still not aware of the tremendous growth we are experiencing.  A comment was made to me by a very well meaning parishioner that “I want us to have what Good Shepherd has.”  I was somewhat surprised.  I would, also, love us to have some new building going on.  But I want to share with you something we have that Good Shepherd does not have – MORE KIDS! (Not in total numbers but in increase in enrollment from 2014-2015.)  Our growth is up.  Good Shepherd’s is down.  Virtually every Lutheran school in the Southern Illinois District is experiencing a loss in enrollment.  You need to know this. It is crucial that we maintain a mindset of GROWTH!  Nothing happens except through our strengths.  We must know our strengths, we must pray for strength and then we must accept and use those strengths that we receive. Everything we receive we receive from God.  But we cannot just sit back and let Him do it all.  If He gives us a voice, we must speak.  If He gives us legs, it is up to us to run.  If He gives us eyes and ears we must use them to observe the community and ask – “What do I see?  What do I hear that my community needs?”  Then give them what they need, help them, serve them.  That is the way we express our faith.  Belief is easy.  Belief gets nothing done.  Faith is action.  And only through faith will we grow our school every bigger.  Serve?  Where am I needed?

I have been reporting to the school board on a monthly basis where our day school is regarding enrollment.  Beginning today I also inform our Finance team and YOU via the school website and face book.

i. NEW/CURRENT – Enrollment as of 11/9/15 total enrollment is 113 (Pre-K N is 67; K-8 N = 46)  
ii. Start of 2015/2016 = 111; this is 14.43% increase over 2014/2015 start 
iii. Start 2014/2015 at 97; ended @ 106 = 9.278% increase 
iv. 201420/15 began with 39 in K/8; 14/15 ended with N=42 (increase of 7.69% during the school year); 2015/2016 begins with 46 in K/8 (this is a 9.52% increase over the end of 2014/2015 and a 17.95% increase over the beginning of 2014/2015) 
v. How is the over-all Southern Illinois District (SID) schools doing? 
vi. Pre-school enrollment is up slightly (+9 students) 
vii. K-8 enrollment has decreased by 2.6%         
viii. Secondary (high school) enrollment has decreased by 5%  

We are truly surpassing our Lutheran colleagues by leaps and bounds.  Thank you for your help.  We need more.  Please let me know if you have any questions.  As I mentioned above, you should expect a monthly report from me regarding our enrollment status.  How can you help?  Tell one family a month about us.  Testimonials are the single best advertisement we have.  And that means YOU.  
Dr. Bruce McLaughlin

St. Paul’s Principal

(This article was also published in the “From the Principals Desk” blog 10/22/15)

ON WEDNESDAY:

December 2 at 7:00 p.m. Acolyte: Hannah Norris; Ushers: Ted Fedder, Jeff Fiudo, Seth Schaefer and Tim Wittenberg; Organist: Claudia Loethen.

ON SATURDAY:

December 5 at 6:00 p.m. Acolyte: Brayden Proffitt; Elders: Sam Italiano and John Nehrt; Ushers: Brion Boeshans, Kevin Campe, Sam Italiano and Seth Schaefer; Greeters: Rod & Beth Repp;  Organist: Claudia Loethen; Altar Guild: Adeline Amen and Grace Cottingham.

ON SUNDAY:

December 6 at 8:00 a.m. Acolyte: Joe Walls; Elder: Matt Tschudy; Ushers: Jacob Doyle, Steve Doyle, Ted Flath and Mike Salanitro; Greeter: Bonnie Levo; Organist:  Claudia Loethen; Altar Guild: Adeline Amen and Grace Cottingham. 
December 6 at 10:30 a.m. Acolyte: Anna Reese; Ushers: Ted Fedder, Jeff Fiudo, Colin McLaughlin and Dave Thomas; Greeters: Ruth Schmitt and Dorothy Taake; Organist: Claudia Loethen; Bulletin Collator:  Verona Meier.

ON WEDNESDAY:

December 9 at 7:00 p.m. Acolyte: Anna Reese; Ushers: Jeff Fiudo, Ryan Kaffer, Ken Sipes and Tony Sipes;          Organist: Erica Sipes.

ON SATURDAY:

December 12 at 6:00 p.m. Acolyte: Cayla Wilderman; Elders:  Sam Italiano and John Nehrt; Ushers: Brion Boeshans, Kevin Campe, Sam Italiano and Seth Schaefer; Greeters: Jim & Shirley Rood; Pianist:  Tim Wittenberg; Altar Guild:  Moore Family.

ON SUNDAY:

December 13 at 8:00 a.m. Acolyte: Samantha Kilzer; Ushers: Jim Kesterson, Mark Leitschuh, JR Walls and Whitey White; Greeter: Yvonne Rieger; Organist: Jo White.

December 13 at 10:30 a.m. Acolyte: Bryson Brown; Elder: Keith Jackson; Ushers:  Jason Kesterson, Bruce McLaughlin, Ken Sipes and Tony Sipes; Greeters: Roy & JoAnn Harris; Pianist: Tim Wittenberg; Bulletin Collator Todd & Sheryl Moore; Altar Guild:  Moore Family.

ON SUNDAY: Preschool Children’s Program December 13 at 2:00 p.m. Ushers: Jacob Doyle, Steve Doyle, Ken Sipes and Tony Sipes; Pianist: Jen Wittenberg.  

ON SUNDAY: Kindergarten – 8th grade Program December 13 at 6 p.m.: Ushers: Jacob Doyle, Ryan Kaffer, Bruce McLaughlin and Dave Thomas; Pianist: Jen Wittenberg.
ON WEDNESDAY:

December 16 at 7:00 p.m. Acolyte: Cole Gierse; Ushers: Jacob Doyle, Steve Doyle, Ted Flath and Sam Italiano; Organist: Claudia Loethen.
ON SATURDAY:

December 19 at 6:00 p.m. Acolyte: Owen Corder; Ushers: Brion Boeshans, Kevin Campe, Sam Italiano and Seth Schaefer; Greeters: Larry & Kathy Brokering; Pianist: Jen Wittenberg. Contata, there will be no communion.
ON SUNDAY:

December 20 at 8:00 a.m. Acolyte: Joe Walls; Elders: TBA; Ushers: Jacob Doyle, Steve Doyle, Kyle Norris and Mike Salanitro; Greeter: Sheryl Moore; Pianist: Jen Wittenberg; Altar Guild: Jeanette Gindler and Jo Ann Harris.

December 20 at 10:30 a.m. Acolyte: Jayden Ponce; Ushers: Keith Jackson, Jason Kesterson, Mark Schlemer and Tim Wittenberg; Greeters: Len & Judy Suess; Pianist:  Jen Wittenberg; Bulletin Collator: Donna Ponce.

December 24 CHRISTMAS EVE: (Thursday)

December 24 at 6:00 p.m. Acolyte: Cayla Wilderman; Elder: Keith Jackson; Ushers: Ted Fedder, Jeff Fiudo, Keith Jackson and Seth Schaefer; Pianist: Tim Wittenberg; Altar Guild: Verona Meier and Pat Peverly. 

CANDLELIGHT SERVICE 11 P.M. December 24 Acolyte: TBA; Ushers: Ryan Kaffer, Colin McLaughlin and Matt Schuessler; Organist: Claudia Loethen. 
CHRISTMAS DAY: (Friday) December 25 9:00 a.m. Acolyte: Samantha Kilzer; Elders: TBA; Ushers: Ted Flath, Sam Italiano, Seth Schaefer and Whitey White; Organist: Jo White; Altar Guild: Verona Meier and Pat Peverly.

ON SATURDAY:

December 26 at 6:00 p.m. Acolyte: TBA; Elder: TBA; Ushers: Brion Boeshans, Sam Italiano, Seth Schaefer and Kyle Sipes; Greeters: Glenn & Jeanette Gindler; Organist: Jo White; Altar Guild: Yvonne Rieger and Penny Schuessler.

ON SUNDAY:

December 27 at 8:00 a.m. Acolyte: Hannah Norris; Ushers: Jim Kesterson, Mark Leitschuh, Brett Sollberger and Whitey White; Greeter: Edna Meier; Organist:  Jo White.  
December 27 at 10:30 a.m. Acolyte: Anna Reese; Elder: Keith Jackson; Ushers:  Ryan Kaffer, Rachel Lange, Sarah Niebruegge and Dave Thomas; Greeters: Fran Busekrus and Jackie Jackson; Organist: Jo White; Altar Guild: Yvonne Rieger and Penny Schuessler; Bulletin Collator: Len & Judy Suess.

December 31: at 6:00 p.m. NEW YEAR’S EVE (Thursday)

Acolyte: Samantha Kilzer; Elder: TBA; Ushers: Jeff Fiudo, Sam Italiano, Jason Kesterson and Mike Salanitro;               Organist: Jo White; Altar Guild: Yvonne Rieger and Penny Schuessler.
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You are Invited to our

Christmas Open House
December 6, 2015
[image: image2.wmf]
From

4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Pastor and Penny’s House

(The parsonage)

Everyone welcome!

Come for Christmas fellowship and sweet and savory treats.
