October 14/15, 2017                         

     19th Sunday after Pentecost
Matthew 22:5 – ‘But they paid no attention and went off, one to his farm, another to his business.’ The invitation to join God in His feast and in His work is easily ignored. The rest of life seems so much more pressing, and we always think that there will be another time when we can catch back up with God. But what joys are we missing when we set aside God’s invitation to join Him in His plans and purposes? What inheritance are we trading for 
The world’s bowl of pottage?

A MEASURE OF OUR LOVE Attendance: Attendance: Saturday 6 p.m. = 63; Sunday 8 a.m. = 51; Sunday 10:30 a.m. = 72; Total for the weekend = 186; Sunday School (2’s) = 2; (PK. to 5th grade) = 15; Jr. High Bible Class = 0; High School = 0; Adult Bible Class = 26; Moms Morning Mingle = 5; Thursday Bible Class = 5.   

Contributions: Envelopes $4,765; Plate $709; Connect $657; ECC Tuition $2,049; Mingle Bible Study Reimb. $; ACH $1,735; Total General Fund Deposit = $9,915; Other Designated Giving: Missions $20; Chapel $12.07; Tuition Assistance $20; Total Designated Fund Deposit $52.07.          
GF/Connect Financial Update AS OF September 1, 2017
	Income Update
	16/17 YTD Actuals
	17/18

YTD Actuals
	% Change
	171/18 YTD Budget 
	Projected Difference

	Envelope and Plate Offerings
	$73,545 
	  $ 75,285 
	2.4%
	$77,957 
	$ (15,728)

	Building Fund
	$7,711 
	$ 13,509 
	75.2%
	$7,711 
	$ 46,948


ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CEMETERY will be raising the cost of graves effective January 1, 2018 to $800.00. Currently the grave cost is $600.00 and will remain that until December 31, 2017.  Anyone interested in purchasing a lot please contact the church office at 667-6681.
Adult Information Class. This class teaches the basic doctrine of the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod and can lead to membership at St. Paul’s. It will be on Mondays: October 16, 23, 30, November 6, 20. The time will be 6:30-8:30 p.m. If you are interested, please let me know. Also, invite your friends to consider being a part of this class as well. 

CONFIRMATION CHALLENGE: All the members of St. Paul’s should have received a letter with the Confirmation Challenge. We have been asked for a donation for the number of years since you were confirmed. This contribution will be going towards the mortgage on the Ministry Center. The goal of $15,000 was set for this challenge (150 years). To date, we have raised $12,143! That is tremendous. The challenge continues through this anniversary year. If you have not made your pledge or gift, this week would be a good time to do it. The Lord has truly blessed us through our 150 years of Word and Sacrament ministry.

	Those involved in the Ministry of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church.
New, interested in a particular function or getting involved?

Have a question?  Here’s who to talk to at St. Paul’s:


Pastor: Rev. Mitchel Schuessler, 553-3133






 pastorschuessler@saintpaulstroy.org
Church Secretary: Kathy Brumm, 667-6681 kbrumm@saintpaulstroy.org
School: K-8 –
School Secretary:  Linda Craig, 667-6314 lcraig@saintpaulstroy.org
Early Childhood Center (Day Care): Michelle Warner, 667-2173 







mwarner@saintpaulstroy.org 
Church Council Chairman: – Jacob Doyle, 618-334-3871
Board of Elders:  Jeremy Lagerhausen, Head Elder, 1-217-821-3468
Board of Stewardship & Finance: Jason Kesterson, 407-0304


Financial Secretary: Rebekah Norris, 267-7892 

Bookkeeper: Cheryl Chrusciel, ccoolaunt@sbcglobal.net 

Board of Evangelism:  Lauren McLaughlin, 977-2744
Board of Christian Education:  Carla Stille, jctwstille@yahoo.com 
Board of Christian Day School:  Todd Kenison, 980-5656 








  kenison@sbcglobal.net 

Board of Trustees:  Todd Moore, 779-3444
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML): Kathy Nehrt







 
kathy.nehrt@gmail.com
Youth Group: [7th-12th grade] Rachael Beckemeyer, 367-2463







saintpaulstroy.youth@gmail.com 

Head Usher:  Seth Schaefer, 345-6487 seschae@att.net
Altar Guild:  Jeanette Gindler, 667-6852 and Debbie Wittenberg, 667-7357
Choirs:
Family Choir – Ted Fedder, 667-6250



Glorious Day/Praise Team – Tom Rampold 667-8771
Men’s Ministry: Pastor Schuessler, pastorschuessler@saintpaulstroy.org 

Holy Smokers:  Dave Meyer, 667-1347

Confirmation Class:  Pastor Schuessler, 553-3133
Helping Hands [funeral dinners, social ministry needs]: Grace Cottingham 667-6552, Shirley Rood, 667-9256.
St. Paul’s PTL:  Tiffany James, 541-8775 
Prayer Chain:  Adeline Amen, 667-2549 and Debbie Wittenberg, 667-7357
ST. PAUL’S YOUTH HAYRIDE: October 29 the youth will have a hayride at Ted and Debbie Flath’s home. Gu
ys bring Drinks and Gals bring chips/deserts. Other food will be provided. The time is 4:00-8:00 p.m. Their address is 2712 Old Staunton Rd, Edwardsville, IL 62025. Please let Rachael Beckemeyer (saintpaulstroy.youth@gmail.com 618-367-2463) know if you are attending and if you are bringing friends no later than Sunday, October 22nd.    
THIS WEEK AT   ST. PAUL’S
	15
	8:00 a.m. Worship with Holy Communion

9:15 a.m. Sunday School & Bible Class 
10:30 a.m. Worship 

11:45 a.m. Voters’ Meeting

6:00 p.m. YMCA Family Night


	SUN                      
	

	16
	6:30 p.m. Adult Confirmation Class

	MON
	

	17
	9:45 a.m. Mom’s Morning Mingle


	TUES

T


	

	18
	8:30 a.m. Chapel
9:45 a.m. Women’s Bible Class

4:30 p.m. Confirmation Class

6:30 p.m. Church Council Meeting



	WED
	

	19
	2:00 p.m. Bible Study
7:00 p.m. Family Choir Practice



	THURS
	

	20
	

	FRI
	

	21
	6:00 p.m. Worship with Holy Communion


	SAT
	

	22
	8:00 a.m. Worship 

9:15 a.m. Sunday School & Bible Class 
10:30 a.m. Worship with 

Holy Communion

3:00 p.m. Family Night/Chili Cook Off


	
	

	SUN
	


	Saturday, October 14 – 6:00 p.m.: Acolyte: Ellie Corder; Elder: Sam Italiano; Ushers: Brion Boeshans, Sam Italiano, Seth Schaefer and Kyle Sipes; Greeters; Larry & Kathy Brokering; Organist: Jo White; Altar Guild: Ted Fedder.

Sunday, October 15 – 8:00 a.m.: Acolyte: Emma Kilzer; Elder:; Ushers: Jim Kesterson, Kyle Norris, Mike Salanitro and Ken Sipes; Greeter: Sheryl Moore;   Oeganist: Jo White; Altar Guild: Ted Fedder.
Sunday, October 15 – 10:30 a.m.: Acolyte: Alexia Clover; Ushers: Keith Jackson, Ryan Kaffer, Mark Schlemer and Tony Sipes; Greeters: Glenn & Jeanette Gindler; Organist: Jo White;   Bulletin Collator: Kelly Felax.

Saturday, October 21 – 6:00 p.m.: Acolyte: Anna Reese; Elder: Sam Italiano; Ushers: Brion Boeshans, Randy Jones, Sam Italiano and Seth Schaefer; Greeters: Jim & Shirley Rood;   Pianist: Tim Wittenberg; Altar Guild: Fran Kohl and Pat Moore.

Sunday, October 22  – 8:00 a.m.: Acolyte: Emma Kilzer; Ushers: Jacob Doyle, Steve Doyle, Ted Flath and Jim Kesterson; Greeter: Yvonne Rieger; Pianist: Erica Sipes.
Sunday, October 22 -  10:30 a.m. Acolyte: William Stille; Elders: Kendall Davis; Ushers: Jason Kesterson, Rachel Lange, Colin McLaughlin and Mark Schlemer; Greeters: Josh & Jenni Hunt;  Pianist: Tim Wittenberg;  Bulletin Collator: Ron & Darleen Fenimore;  Altar Guild: Fran Kohl and Pat Moore. 



	  

	

	

	


BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
Oct.
     14:
Joey Mesenbrink, Tom Schmitt
 15:
Bill Ackerman, Howard Oakley, Kelli Ponce, 
Scott & Kim Wildhaber, Darrell & Debbie Wittenberg

     16:
Nate & Amada Alvis, Ryan Gilomen, Egan Welch

     17:
Abbey Counts, Michael Cullen, Rick Hupp, Cheryl Pond

     18:
Jo Ann Kesterson, Dale Rhymer, Adam & Carrie Warnecke

     19:
Amanda Alvis

     20:
Todd & Sheryl Moore, Scott Parizon, Jim & Mary Rocca
PRAYERS FOR: Andrew Berger (Japan),  Aaron Bohnenstiehl, Kathy Brink, Caroline Bushrow (surgery), Theresa Campe, Larry Carthy, Bill Clark, Patrick Davidson, Jim Diemer, Jennie Egan, Darrell Evans, Dawn Ezell, Vicky Fischer, Doug Fitzgerald, Ashley Fitzler, Sarah Frey, John Giesler, Darilyn Johnson (surgery), Shawn Kitowski, Patience Kitowski, Helen Klausing, Bill Kohl, Lisa Linders, Valerie Meyer, Judy Morgan, Jerry Nolte, Roger Pense, Lawrence Ponce (surgery), Alicia Raynor, Linda Roschnafsky, John Salanitro, Carla Samson, Shirley Seib, Neal Schmitz, Kim Shores, Jay Suedmeyer, Lyle Suedmeyer, Doug Switzer, Darrell Titus, Stella Vivod, and Christy Youngblood.  

PRAY FOR ALL those that are serving in the military:  Nate Alvis, Aimee Alvstad, David Berger (Afghanistan), Carolyn Brynildsen, Jared Brynildsen, Austin Counts (Bahrain), Natalie Emmons, Tonya Hupp, Jacob Kohl, Nathan Kohl, Cole Long, Chris Payne, Kelly Sawielski, Jason Schlechte, Daniel Schorfheide  and Ian Sikes. 
We are always glad to pray for the needs of your family, friends, co-workers and others in our worship services.  Normally, we will include a request for four weeks.  If you would like prayers to continue beyond four weeks, please renew your request. You may call or email the church office.
FINANCIAL SECRETARY:  I’d like to respectfully ask all congregation members to be aware of some simple practices that will assist me more smoothly, accurately, and expeditiously complete the accounting of weekly offerings.  

1.) Use your offering envelopes if at all possible. Your envelope number is the best way to assure your donation is accurately registered; 2.) If you CHOOSE NOT to use your envelopes, PLEASE write YOUR envelope number on the MEMO LINE of your check.  Again, this is the BEST way to assure your donation is credited to your account.  God’s Blessings.  Rebekah Norris
ST. PAUL’S 150TH HISTORY BOOK: Every St. Paul’s family should pick up their 150th Anniversary book printed special at this time. They are available in the narthex. Please sign the sheet so we know that your family has received their book. We thank the Rhymer family for the memorial in memory of Carl Rhymer which paid for the printing of our history book. 
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October 14/15, 2017
WE WELCOME ALL WHO WORSHIP AT ST. PAUL’S. We pray that God will bless your worship with us.  Please register your attendance on the pad at the end of the pew after the offering.  As a member of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (LC-MS), St. Paul’s practices close communion. We believe that receiving the Lord’s Supper together shows a common confession of faith in all areas of doctrine (not just in Communion). 

If you are a member of a LC-MS congregation in good standing, you are invited to receive communion.  If you are not a member of a LC-MS congregation, please talk with the pastor or an elder prior to the service. The elders are the gentlemen that are wearing the “ELDER” badges.  

We offer both the common cup and individual up to those who commune. The center individual cups are white grape juice for those who are not able to have wine. Children are welcome to come forward with their family to receive a blessing. We celebrate the Lord’s Supper in every Saturday service, in the Sunday 8:00 a.m. on the 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sunday, and in the Sunday 10:30 a.m. on the 2nd and 4th Sunday.  
New or visiting today?  Please be sure to sign our Guest Register in the narthex. You’ll find plenty of useful information in this OnDeck (published weekly). You may also go to www.saintpaulstroy.org and find the monthly newsletter and other information about the church, school and daycare.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 



QUARTERLY VOTERS’ MEETING:  The next regular quarterly Voters’ Meeting is Sunday, October 15th following the 10:30 a.m. service. It will begin at 11:45 a.m. There will be hard copies available at church the day of the meeting. All communicant members of St. Paul’s are voting members.  

ST. PAUL’S CHURCH FALL FAMILY FESTIVAL/CHILI COOKOFF is Sunday, October 22 from 3-6 p.m. The chili judging will be at 4:30 p.m. All who attend will be judging the chili. Bonfire, hotdogs, s’mores, games for kids (and adults if they wish to join in) and pumpkin painting will take place. All St. Paul’s members are invited to take part in the event. This will take place in the Ministry Center parking lot and park. 

THE ANNUAL MELHS FALL CONCERT - The Wind Ensemble, Concert Choir, and new strings ensemble will be performing at the annual MELHS Fall Concert on Thursday, October 19 at 7:00pm in the auxiliary gym.  The groups will play a variety of music to set the mood for the changing season.  We would love for you to join us to hear some great music and enjoy the hard work of our students!
