December 24/25, 2016 
                       Christmas Eve/Christmas Day
John 1:5 “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.” Through all of our hardships, all of our sorrows, all of our pains and loneliness: Jesus' light shines in the darkness, and we are not overcome. In the face of our sin, in the midst of our pettiness, against all our pride: Jesus' light shines and illuminates our hearts, and changes us, day by day, into a greater reflection of His likeness.

A MEASURE OF OUR LOVE Attendance: Saturday (Dec. 17) 6 p.m. = 50; Sunday (Dec. 18) 8 a.m. = 38; Sunday (Dec. 18) 10:30 a.m. =  81; Total for the weekend = 169; Preschool Program (Dec. 18) = 314; K-8 Program = 219; Vesper 4 (Dec. 21) = ; Birthday Party for Jesus = 28; Adult Bible Class = 18; Moms Morning Mingle = ; Thurs. Bible Class =  no class.   
Contributions: Envelopes $3,353.28; Plate $166; Advent $920.47; Connect $226; ECC Tuition $4,465.60; Sunday School $795.11; ACH General Fund Deposit $2,358; ACH Connect $785; Total General Fund Deposit = $13,069.46.  Other Designated Giving:  Missions $15; Chapel $40.62; Carl Rhymer Memorials $225; School Kitchen Phone $75; Total Designated Fund Deposit $355.62.
All Attendance reports and Contributions 24, 25 31 and 1/1/2017: will be reported after Kathy returns on January 2, 2017; Total Designated Fund Deposit $.  

GF/Connect Financial Update AS OF Dec. 18, 2016
	Income Update
	15/16 YTD Actuals
	16/17 YTD Actuals
	% Change
	15/16 YTD Budget 
	Projected Difference

	Envelope and Plate Offerings
	$163,856 
	$ 174,457 
	6.5%
	$180,241 
	$(16,383)

	Connect Envelopes
	$29,387 
	$24,388 
	-17.0%
	$30,856 
	$(15,361)


Holiday Worship Schedule

The Saturday & Sunday worship schedule is the same unless noted below:

Saturday, Dec. 24 (Saturday) Christmas Eve 


6:00 p.m. Christmas Eve with Communion


11:00 p.m. Candlelight service 
Sunday, Dec. 25 (Sunday morning) Christmas Day (1 service only)

9:00 a.m. with Communion 
Saturday, Dec. 31 (Saturday) New Year’s Eve 


6:00 p.m. with Communion 
Sunday, January 1, 2017 (Sunday) New Year’s Day worship (1 service only)
10:30 a.m. with Communion

	Who’s Who at St. Paul’s
New, interested in a particular function or getting involved?

Have a question?  Here’s who to talk to at St. Paul’s:


Pastor: Rev. Mitchel Schuessler, 553-3133






 pastorschuessler@saintpaulstroy.org
Resident Field Education Student: Kendall Davis, kendall1293@gmail.com 
Church Secretary: Kathy Brumm, 667-6681 kbrumm@saintpaulstroy.org
School: K-8 – Dr. Bruce McLaughlin, Principal, 667-6314; 







bmclaughlin@saintpaulstroy.org
School Secretary:  Linda Craig, 667-6314 lcraig@saintpaulstroy.org
Early Childhood Center (Day Care): Michelle Warner, 667-2173 







mwarner@saintpaulstroy.org 
Church Council Chairman: – Rod Repp, 618-505-0718

Board of Elders: Matt Tschudy, Head Elder, 420-2537  
Board of Stewardship & Finance: Jason Kesterson, 407-0304


Financial Secretary: Karen Missey, 830-7535


Bookkeeper: Cheryl Chrusciel, ccoolaunt@sbcglobal.net 

Board of Evangelism:  Penny Schuessler, 322-9824 








pschuessler@saintpaulstroy.org 

Board of Christian Education:  Laurel West, 667-3859
Board of Christian Day School:  Adam Lilienkamp, 334-4065 






schoolboard@saintpaulstroy.org 

Board of Trustees:  Todd Moore, 779-3444
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML): Kathy Nehrt







 kathy.nehrt@gmail.com 

Youth Group: [7th-12th grade] Rachael Beckemeyer, 367-2463







saintpaulstroy.youth@gmail.com 

Head Usher:  Seth Schaefer, 345-6487 seschae@att.net
Altar Guild:  Jeanette Gindler, 667-6852 and Debbie Wittenberg, 667-7357
Choirs:
Family Choir – Ted Fedder, 667-6250



Glorious Day/Praise Team – Tom Rampold 667-8771
Men’s Ministry: Pastor Schuessler, pastorschuessler@saintpaulstroy.org 

Holy Smokers:  Dave Meyer, 667-1347

Confirmation Class:  Pastor Schuessler, 553-3133
Helping Hands [funeral dinners, social ministry needs]: Donna Ponce 667-6148, Shirley Schnoeker, 667-6368. 
St. Paul’s PTL:  Karen Kilzer, 667-8263 
Prayer Chain:  Adeline Amen, 667-2549 and Debbie Wittenberg, 667-7357

DUE TO THE HOLIDAY SCHEDULE the statistical section of the OnDeck will not be updates New Year’s Weekend. It will be updated January 7/8, 2017. Thank you.
THIS WEEK AT   ST. PAUL’S
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	Merry Christmas!

9:00 a.m. Worship  with Holy Communion
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	No School/ Offices Closed
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	No School/ Offices Closed

4:00 p.m.  PTL Fish Fry at Troy VFW
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	6:00 p.m. Worship with HC


	SAT
	

	1
	10:30 a.m. Worship / HC

	
	

	SUN
	


	Saturday, Dec. 24 – 6:00 p.m.: Acolyte: Cayla Wilderman; Elder:; Ushers: Kevin Campe, Jacob Doyle and Keith Jackson; Greeters: Glenn & Jeanette Gindler; Pianist: Tim Wittenberg; Altar Guild: Jeanette Gindler and Jo Ann Harris.

Saturday, Dec. 24 – 11:00 p.m.: Acolyte: Abby Kesterson; Ushers: Randy Jones, Ryan Kaffer, Colin McLaughlin and Matt Schuessler; Organist: Claudia Loethen.

Sunday, Dec. 25 – 9:00 a.m. Acolyte: Emma Kilzer; Ushers: Ted Flath, Sam Italiano, Seth Schaefer and Whitey White; Organist: Jo White; Altar Guild: Jeanette Gindler and Jo Ann Harris. 

Saturday, Dec. 31 – 6:00 p.m.: Acolyte: Cayla Wilderman; Elder:; Ushers: Kevin Campe, Jacob Doyle and Keith Jackson; Pianist: Tim Wittenberg; Altar Guild: Darrell & Debbie Wittenberg.

 Sunday, Jan. 1  – 10:30 a.m.: Acolyte: Brayden Proffitt; Elder: Ushers: Ted Fedder, Ryan Kaffer, Jason Kesterson and Rachel Lange; Greeters: Glenn & Jeanette Gindler; Organist: Jo White; Bulletin Collator: Don & Nancy Thomas; Altar Guild: Darrell & Debbie Wittenberg. 



	   

	

	

	


BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
Dec.
 25:   
Glenn Meier, Jesus of Nazareth

 26:
Cory Boeshans, Virginia Niebruegge, Caden Werner

 27:   
Jeff & Bonnie Criley, Stephen Weiersmueller

 29:   
Eric & Dee Benardin, Mark & Justine Dochterman, 

Jason & Jessica Schlechte, Lori Vadnal

 30:   
John & Mindy Fischer, Donna Hughes

 31:
Doris Stephens
PRAYERS FOR:, Randy Ackerman, Aaron Bohnenstiehl, Doris Brumm, Theresa Campe, Bill Clark, Anne Cook, Bob Cook, Jim Diemer, Steve Doyle, Derwin Dressler, David Ezell, Vicky Fischer, Ashley Fitzler, Debbie Flath, Sarah Frey, Dennis Garcia, Lori George, Kathy Glascock, Kelly Graham, Patricia Jones, Mary Ann Klemmer, Aubriella Moody, Judy Morgan, Mary Niemeyer (hospital), Roger Pense, Willie Quandt, Wanda Rawlings, Alicia Raynor, Carla Samson, Kim Shores, Shirley Seib, Lyle Suedmeyer, Stella Vivod, Russell Watson, Isabella Wurtz (Hospice) and Christy Youngblood.  
PRAYER FOR: The family and friends of Lorene Wehmeyer, called to her eternal rest Sunday; and for all that are traveling this Holiday season.    
PRAY FOR ALL those that are serving in the military:  Nate Alvis, Aimee Alvstad, Carolyn Brynildsen, Jared Brynildsen, Matt Clover, Austin Counts (Bahrain), Natalie Emmons, Matt Harris, Jacob Kohl (Afghanistan), Nathan Kohl (Kuwait), Cole Long, Chris Payne, Kelly Sawielski, Daniel Schorfheide  and Ian Sikes. 
  We are always glad to pray for the needs of your family, friends, co-workers and others in our worship services.  Normally, we will include a request for four weeks.  If you would like prayers to continue beyond four weeks, please renew your request. You may call or email the church office.
DUE TO CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR'S EVE being on weekends this year, we will have 5 fewer services than we normally do this holiday season, add into this the ice last weekend that kept many away from worship. This poses a risk to the amount of donations we typically see during this time, so if you feel moved to share additional blessings as we prepare for tax time, our General Fund would welcome the boost! We are also actively collecting money for the Roof Fund as we have collected only $8,600 of our $40,000 goal. Please note in your check memo or on an envelope if you'd like it to go to the Roof Fund. Thanks and Merry Christmas! St. Paul’s Board of Stewardship & Finance
  OnDeck This Week at Saint Paul’s
Saint Paul’s Lutheran Church, School and ECC                  Troy, Illinois Church Phone:  618-667-6681                           School Phone:  618-667-6314
www.saintpaulstroy.org                  pastorschuessler@saintpaulstroy.org
December 24 & 25, 2016
WE WELCOME ALL WHO WORSHIP AT ST. PAUL’S. We pray that God will bless your worship with us.  Please register your attendance on the pad at the end of the pew after the offering.  As a member of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (LC-MS), St. Paul’s practices close communion. We believe that receiving the Lord’s Supper together shows a common confession of faith in all areas of doctrine (not just in Communion). 

If you are a member of a LC-MS congregation in good standing, you are invited to receive communion.  If you are not a member of a LC-MS congregation, please talk with the pastor or an elder prior to the service. The elders are the gentlemen that are wearing the “ELDER” badges.  

We offer both the common cup and individual up to those who commune. The center individual cups are white grape juice for those who are not able to have wine. Children are welcome to come forward with their family to receive a blessing. We celebrate the Lord’s Supper in every Saturday service, in the Sunday 8:00 a.m. on the 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sunday, and in the Sunday 10:30 a.m. on the 2nd and 4th Sunday.  
New or visiting today?  Please be sure to sign our Guest Register in the narthex. You’ll find plenty of useful information in this OnDeck (published weekly). You may also go to www.saintpaulstroy.org and find the monthly newsletter and other information about the church, school and daycare.            
ENVELOPES FOR 2017 are available on the table in the narthex.  If you have any questions contact Karen Missey (Kmissey1958@gmail.com) or the church office (667-6681).

ST. PAUL’S DISCOUNT CARDS are available in the narthex, help yourself.  You may leave the $7 or bring that amount to the school office.

ST. PAUL’S FISH FRY is Friday, December 30th at the Troy VFW. 4:00 – 7:00 p.m.

Come on out and support St. Paul’s School!  By then we will all be tired of turkey, ham and other holiday food.  Enjoy great food and help our school at the same time—dine in or call ahead for carry out (667-VETS).  Flyers are being sent home with the students.  Hope to see you there!

PASTOR SCHUESSLER, KATHY BRUMM AND LINDA CRAIG will all be on vacation between Christmas and New Year’s. If you are in need of pastoral assistance, please call Pastor at 618-553-3133. He is available for emergencies.
