February 18/19, 2017                                                  (7th Sunday after Epiphany)
Leviticus 19:2 9You shall be holy, for I the LORD your God am holy.” By God’s grace we are His children – and we are called to be spitting images of our Father who is in heaven. Growing in holiness is not some abstract concept – it is growing into the image of God: in love, in generosity, in kindness, in humility. Where Jesus goes, we follow. How Jesus is, thus are we called to be.
A MEASURE OF OUR LOVE Attendance: Saturday 6 p.m. = 59; Sunday 8 a.m. = 65; Sunday 10:30 a.m. = 142; Total for the weekend = 266; Parent / 2’s = 7; Pre K – Gr. 5 = 16; Junior High School = 4; High School Bible Class = 6; Adult Bible Class = 35; Moms Morning Mingle = 9; Wed. Women Bible Study = 8; Thurs. Bible Class =  .   
Contributions: Envelopes $6,142; Plate $200; Birthday $25; Connect $350; School Tuition $416.67; ECC Tuition $4,344.50; Hall/Office Rental $485; School Tuition for Lilliana Moody $25; Total General Fund Deposit = $11,988.17. Other Designated Giving:  Missions $40; Chapel $72.06; Scholarship Fund $50; Carl Rhymer Memorial $50; Total Designated Fund Deposit $212.06.
GF/Connect Financial Update AS OF Jan. 22, 2017
	Income Update
	15/16 YTD Actuals
	16/17 YTD Actuals
	% Change
	16/17 YTD Budget 
	Projected Difference

	Envelope and Plate Offerings
	$213,640 
	$ 224,903 
	5.3%
	$235,004 
	$(21,944)

	Connect Envelopes
	$39,137 
	$28,672 
	-26.7%
	$41,094 
	$(22,151)


THE 150TH ANNIVERSARY COMMITTEE is looking for those who are experienced in writing. They are beginning to work on the history of St. Paul’s and would like someone who is able to pull all the history together in a readable form. Contact Jane Leitschuh if you are interested.
CHOICE DOLLARS REMINDER – All 2016 Choice Dollars have been made available for members to direct so there is no reason to wait.  Choice Dollars expire on March 31, 2017.  St. Paul’s Lutheran Church received $2,612 in charitable outreach funding in 2016.  The Thrivent Choice program helps members of Thrivent Financial make a positive impact in their communities.  
SEE THE NEW LUTHER MOVIE IN THE METRO-EAST:  Come see the new Luther Movie, "Martin Luther: The Idea That Changed The World" on Monday, March 13, 2017 at 7:00 PM at the Wehrenberg O'Fallon 15 Cine, 1320 Central Park Dr., O'Fallon, IL, 62269. This is a one-night-only showing, so put it on your calendar now! This screening is sponsored by the Southern Illinois District Board of Congregational Services, and will feature an introduction before the film given by President Tim Scharr, 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL – Mark June 12-15, 2017 on your calendar for Vacation Bible School.  There will be more information to follow.
	Who’s Who at St. Paul’s
New, interested in a particular function or getting involved?

Have a question?  Here’s who to talk to at St. Paul’s:


Pastor: Rev. Mitchel Schuessler, 553-3133






 pastorschuessler@saintpaulstroy.org
Resident Field Education Student: Kendall Davis, kendall1293@gmail.com 
Church Secretary: Kathy Brumm, 667-6681 kbrumm@saintpaulstroy.org
School: K-8 – Dr. Bruce McLaughlin, Principal, 667-6314; 







bmclaughlin@saintpaulstroy.org
School Secretary:  Linda Craig, 667-6314 lcraig@saintpaulstroy.org
Early Childhood Center (Day Care): Michelle Warner, 667-2173 







mwarner@saintpaulstroy.org 
Church Council Chairman: – Rod Repp, 618-505-0718

Board of Elders: Matt Tschudy, Head Elder, 420-2537  
Board of Stewardship & Finance: Jason Kesterson, 407-0304


Financial Secretary: Karen Missey, 830-7535


Bookkeeper: Cheryl Chrusciel, ccoolaunt@sbcglobal.net 

Board of Evangelism:  Penny Schuessler, 322-9824 








pschuessler@saintpaulstroy.org 

Board of Christian Education:  Laurel West, 667-3859
Board of Christian Day School:  Adam Lilienkamp, 334-4065 






schoolboard@saintpaulstroy.org 

Board of Trustees:  Todd Moore, 779-3444
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML): Kathy Nehrt







 kathy.nehrt@gmail.com 

Youth Group: [7th-12th grade] Rachael Beckemeyer, 367-2463







saintpaulstroy.youth@gmail.com 

Head Usher:  Seth Schaefer, 345-6487 seschae@att.net
Altar Guild:  Jeanette Gindler, 667-6852 and Debbie Wittenberg, 667-7357
Choirs:
Family Choir – Ted Fedder, 667-6250



Glorious Day/Praise Team – Tom Rampold 667-8771
Men’s Ministry: Pastor Schuessler, pastorschuessler@saintpaulstroy.org 

Holy Smokers:  Dave Meyer, 667-1347

Confirmation Class:  Pastor Schuessler, 553-3133
Helping Hands [funeral dinners, social ministry needs]: Donna Ponce 667-6148, Shirley Schnoeker, 667-6368. 
St. Paul’s PTL:  Karen Kilzer, 667-8263 
Prayer Chain:  Adeline Amen, 667-2549 and Debbie Wittenberg, 667-7357

HEALTHY LIVING MEAL - Prep-Overnight Oats and Smoothies. Sunday February 26, 2017 church basement 2 p.m. Tired of the same old breakfast; come prep overnight oats and smoothies. You will need 2 pint Mason jars (wide mouth jars work best).  Call Linda Eckert at 531-7039 for more details. Everyone will bring 1 or 2 items from the list. I will provide 1 packet of protein powder.  (Contact Linda for a more detailed list lindaeckert@att.net).
THIS WEEK AT   ST. PAUL’S
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9:15 a.m. Sunday School and Adult Bible Class
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	9:45 a.m. Mom’s Morning Mingle
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	8:30 a.m. Chapel
1:00p.m. Preschool Chapel

4:30 p.m. Confirmation Class
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	2:00 p.m. Bible Study

7:00 p.m. Family Choir Practice
7:00 p.m. Board of Christian Ed Meeting



	THURS
	

	24
	

	FRI
	

	8157
25

	7:00 a.m. Men’s Breakfast

6:00 p.m. Worship with HC
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	8:00 a.m. Worship 

9:15 a.m. Sunday School and Adult Bible Class
10:30 a.m. Worship/HC  

2:00 p.m. LWML Zone Prayer Service
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	Saturday, Feb. 18 – 6:00 p.m.: Acolyte: Logan Di Rosa; Elder: Keith Jackson; Ushers:  Brion Boeshans, Kevin Campe, Sam Italiano and Seth Schaefer; Greeters: Josh & Jenni Hunt; Pianist: Tim Wittenberg; Altar Guild: Yvonne Rieger and Penny Schuessler. 
Sunday, Feb. 19 – 8:00 a.m.: Acolyte: Ellie Corder; Elder: Ted Flath; Ushers: Jim Kesterson, Mark Leitschuh, Ken Sipes and Whitey White; Greeter: Yvonne Rieger; Organist: Erica Sipes; Altar Guild: Yvonne Rieger and Penny Schuessler.
Sunday, Feb. 19 – 10:30 a.m.: Acolyte: Abby Kesterson; Ushers: Keith Jackson, Rachel Lange, Mark Schlemer and Tony Sipes; Greeters: Fran Busekrus and Jackie Jackson; Pianist: Tim Wittenberg; Bulletin Collator: Edna Meier. 
Saturday, Feb. 25 – 6:00 p.m.: Acolyte: Brayden Proffitt; Elder: ; Ushers: Brion Boeshans, Sam Italiano, Jesse James and Seth Schaefer; Greeters: Jim & Shirley Rood;  Organist: Jo White; Altar Guild: Mary Ann Bonneville and Bonnie Levo.

Sunday, Feb. 26  – 8:00 a.m.: Acolyte: Emma Kilzer; Ushers: Jacob Doyle, Steve Doyle, Mike Hampton and Mike Salanitro; Greeter: Edna Meier; Organist: Jo White.

Sunday, Feb. 26 – 10:30 a.m.: Acolyte: Maccenna Fischer; Elders: ; Ushers: Jason Kesterson, Bruce McLaughlin, Tony Sipes and Dave Thomas; Greeters: Glenn & Jeanette Gindler; Organist: Jo White; Bulletin Collator: Verona Meier; Altar Guild: Mary Ann Bonneville and Bonnie Levo.


	   

	

	

	


BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
Feb.
  18:
Arnie Brown, Maxine Flath, Anna Taylor, Ada Yardley



  19:
Oluwaseon & La Rita Adekoya, Jackie Boeshans, Andrew Pape, 



Tammy Steffen, TJ Stille

  20:
Marilyn Berger, Carla Stille

  21:
Karen Fenimore

  22:
Sam Furfaro IV, George & Jeanne Gavlick, 

Kyle & Rebekah Norris, Melissa Trumpet, 

Bruce & Cathy Wilderman 

  23:
Carol Aumann, Madison Pennington, Phyllis Weatherspoon, 



Emma Wilderman

  24:
Glenn Buske, Zachary Ford, Davin James, Ben Moore, 

Anne Reed, Ericka West
PRAYERS FOR: Randy Ackerman, Adam Behrhorst, Aaron Bohnenstiehl, Clark Bowen, Theresa Campe, Bill Clark, Anne Cook, Bob Cook, Jim Diemer, Steve Doyle, Derwin Dressler, Michael Ebl, Vicky Fischer, Ashley Fitzler, Ted Flath, Sarah Frey, Dennis Garcia, Kelly Graham, Fran Hosto (hospital), Patricia Jones, Mary Ann Klemmer, Marvin Miessner, Tom & Del Milkert, Judy Morgan, Roger Pense, Wanda Rawlings, Alicia Raynor, Linda Roschnafsky, John Salanitro, Carla Samson,  Kim Shores, Shirley Seib (hospice), Michelle Sherwin, Judy Sipes (knee surgery), Lyle Suedmeyer, Darrell Titus, Stella Vivod, Russell Watson, Dale Williman, Isabella Wurtz (hospice), Marcella York and Christy Youngblood. 
PRAYER of Thanksgiving for Nathan Kohl safe return from Kuwait.
PRAY FOR ALL those that are serving in the military:  Nate Alvis, Aimee Alvstad, Carolyn Brynildsen, Jared Brynildsen, Matt Clover, Austin Counts (Bahrain), Natalie Emmons, Matt Harris, Jacob Kohl (Afghanistan), Nathan Kohl, Cole Long, Chris Payne, Kelly Sawielski, Jason Schlechte, Daniel Schorfheide  and Ian Sikes. 
  We are always glad to pray for the needs of your family, friends, co-workers and others in our worship services.  Normally, we will include a request for four weeks.  If you would like prayers to continue beyond four weeks, please renew your request. You may call or email the church office.
SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY: The Sermon on the Mount; Matthew 5-7. The Gospel readings during Epiphany are from Matthew 5 which is a part of the Sermon on the Mount. We will take a more in-depth look at this section of Scripture. The sermons for the next month will be based on the Gospel reading. Come join us.
ONLINE BIBLE STUDY: St. Paul’s Online Biweekly Bible study is set to debut on Monday, February 20. You can access the blog at www.stpaulsbiblestudy.blogspot.com as it has the opening information about what is coming.   
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February 18/19, 2017
WE WELCOME ALL WHO WORSHIP AT ST. PAUL’S. We pray that God will bless your worship with us.  Please register your attendance on the pad at the end of the pew after the offering.  As a member of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (LC-MS), St. Paul’s practices close communion. We believe that receiving the Lord’s Supper together shows a common confession of faith in all areas of doctrine (not just in Communion). 

If you are a member of a LC-MS congregation in good standing, you are invited to receive communion.  If you are not a member of a LC-MS congregation, please talk with the pastor or an elder prior to the service. The elders are the gentlemen that are wearing the “ELDER” badges.  

We offer both the common cup and individual up to those who commune. The center individual cups are white grape juice for those who are not able to have wine. Children are welcome to come forward with their family to receive a blessing. We celebrate the Lord’s Supper in every Saturday service, in the Sunday 8:00 a.m. on the 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sunday, and in the Sunday 10:30 a.m. on the 2nd and 4th Sunday.  
New or visiting today?  Please be sure to sign our Guest Register in the narthex. You’ll find plenty of useful information in this OnDeck (published weekly). You may also go to www.saintpaulstroy.org and find the monthly newsletter and other information about the church, school and daycare.            
SAUSAGE SUPPER (March 5) sign-up sheets are available in the narthex.  If you have any questions, contact Erica Sipes (581-8288) or Jen Kesterson (581-3506).
THANK YOU: We thank Rev. Brad Thomas for leading worship and Bible study this weekend. Rev. Thomas is chaplain at Meridian Village, Glen Carbon. Pastor & Penny Schuessler are on a mini-vacation this weekend.

LENT BEGINS ON ASH WEDNESDAY MARCH 1 at 7:00 p.m.  We will begin Lent with a special service which includes the Lord’s Supper.  The Scripture readings will take us through the Passion of the Lord. All services will begin at 7:00 pm. The theme this year is “Bridging the Chasm.” We will be “building bridges” through the season of Lent.
DURING THE LENTEN SEASON, we have various groups serving a dinner prior to our Wednesday evening Lenten services.  The dinners serve 40-50 people and last from 5:30 – 6:30 pm.  We have scheduled to serve: March 22 – St. Paul’s PTL; March 29 – 150th Anniversary Committee; April 5 – St. Paul’s LWML.  The dates that are still available are March 8, 15. If you are interested, please call Kathy at the church office (667-6681) to schedule the day that your group will serve.
